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Royal musical honour for 
Nicky and Deian 

This large and hungry hedgehog was 
spotted on a local lawn in mid-May. It 
was a real pleasure to see the live 
version, rather than the sadly 
squashed remains spotted so often on 
our roads. 

Several weeks ago the Phillips family 
was thrilled to hear that they had been 
invited to play at the Queen’s private 
birthday party at Kew Palace on the 
evening of 21st April. Here, Alison 
Phillips, Bunbury School’s Head 
Teacher, tells the story: 

“You may remember my daughter Nicky 
and her husband Deian, who played in 
a fundraising concert in St. Boniface 
Church three years ago. They live in 
London and they both work very hard 
as professional musicians, Nicky as a 
flautist and Deian as a harpist, 
performing as soloists, ensemble 
players and as a duo. They also do 
some teaching and Nicky actually 
works at another Haberdashers’ School 
which is quite a coincidence! My 
brother-in-law had conducted the 
orchestra that played for the wedding 
of Prince Charles to Camilla Parker 
Bowles and had been subsequently 
asked to provide music for the Queen’s 
birthday. He had asked Prince Charles 
to listen to a CD that Nicky and Deian 
had recently made, and on hearing it, 
Prince Charles thought that their duo 
would be just right for the occasion.” 

Nicky writes:- 

“We felt so excited and very honoured 
to have been asked to play at such an 
auspicious occasion but it was only 
when I saw the television news report 
on the morning of 21st that I really 
realised that this was such a very 
special, private event for the whole of 
the Royal Family. 

“We arrived at Kew Palace at 3 o’clock 
in the afternoon and were put through 
tremendous security checks. The harp 
had to be unpacked and searched and 

Thanks to Andrew 
Dean who supplied 

this evocative 
photo of 

St.Boniface church 
yard in the May 

sunshine. 

Calveley art success 
Calveley Church raised over £1,000 for 
parish funds at their annual art 
exhibition and spring fair on 20th May. 
Here is Dorothy Donald hard at work in 
the kitchen. Well done to all involved 
and thanks to all who supported us. 

continued on page 10 
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  The Reverend RICK GATES The Vicarage, Bunbury 01829 260991 
  Rick’s e-mail:   Rick@prayer.fsnet.co.uk 
 The Reverend Jane Stephenson (parish curate)  250249 
 Peter and Kath Collinge (pastoral support) 260077 
 
St.Boniface 
 Churchwardens: Barbara Croley  260344 
  Nick Sanders 262494 
 Youth Worker Johnny Gillett  260680 
 Secretary Neil Dewson-Smith 261680 
 Flowers Margaret Bourne 260944 
St.Jude’s 
 Churchwardens: Bob Gardner 260555 
  Linda Downey 732017 
 Secretary Carolyn Johnson 260703 
 Organist Ann Badrock 260343 
Calveley 
 Churchwardens: Barbara Croley 260344 
  Nick Sanders 262494 
 Organist John Batchelor 261056 
 Secretary Wendy Peacock 01270 214292 

SOVEREIGN  
WINDOWS 

HIGH SECURITY INTERNALLY GLAZED 
WINDOWS OF QUALITY  

FULLY GUARANTEED FOR 10 YEARS 
 

Sovereign Windows Established 1984 
 

TEL : PHILIP 
STUBBS 
01829 

260166  

 
 
Nicola Roberts, expert in  

curtains and soft furnishings  
 

Tel: 01829 262464 or 07903 825837 
Ivy House, Alpraham, Tarporley, Cheshire 

Delamere 
Garden 
Services 
01606 882708 or 07746 452154 
 
Free advice, no obligation 

 

June roses 
June brings the roses fresh and fair. The rose is the best 
known of all flowers and represents love, magic, hope and 
the mystery of life itself. Its name, ordinary enough, refers to 
its colour (rosa is Latin for ‘red’). Nowadays there are roses of 
many colours except for blue, and all heights and habits, 
from the miniatures with their perfect doll-sized flowers to the 
gigantic Himalayan ramblers that can entirely cover an old 
apple tree with a cascading foam of flowers.  

From earliest times the rose symbolized love and passion. 
The Greeks associated it with the blood of Aphrodite’s 
beloved Adonis; the Romans used roses in feasts and orgies 
with such abandon that on one occasion the guests were 
actually smothered by rose petals falling from the ceiling. 
From an image of pagan love, the rose was transfigured to an 
emblem of Christian mystical and spiritual love - connected 
with the Virgin Mary, with Christ’s blood and with the crown of 
thorns.  

Before the 16th Century there were a few basic roses in the 
West. The Apothecary rose, native to Europe, was used by 
healers for almost any ailment. Today the names of the roses 

can tell us of the dreams and glamour of a bygone era, the 
magical people whom everyone knew (like Grace Darling, the 
brave coastguard’s daughter) but they make us wonder, will 
our great-grandchildren ask who Grace Kelly or Princess Di 
were? Will Chrysler Imperial be as obscure as a spinning 
Jenny? Will Peace be a general hope or dream, rather than a 
commemoration of a rose bred in France and smuggled out 
to America just before the Nazis invaded? At least these 
names will be mouthed with delight each season as the roses 
bloom again. 

Liz Jones 

CAYC 
No, not a spelling mistake!  

CAYC is pronounced “cake” 
and is the new name for the 

youth committee which is 
now the Children and Youth 
Committee at St.Boniface to 
reflect that they cater for all 

ages from 0-19. 
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God loved us so much 

Rabbits, hares and making the jump to reality 
‘When I was in prison you visited me.’ 

 It is possible for members of the public to visit a sewing 
group in Wandsworth Prison but you wouldn’t find them 
sewing mail bags. The inmates are being taught by 
volunteers from the Royal School of Needlework and the 
Embroiderers Guild and the stuff they are producing is 
seriously good. Fine Cell Work is a registered charity which 
teaches needlework to prison inmates and sells their 
products. The prisoners do the work while they are locked in 
their cells and their earnings give 
them hope, skills and a feeling of self-
worth. Most prisoners arrive with no 
qualifications or skills and half have 
serious reading difficulties. In 22 
prisons across England and Scotland 
190 Fine Cell Workers hand stitched 
an amazing 1538 cushions, 18 rugs 
and 52 quilts last year, earning a total 
of £34,000. The work is sold at 
market prices. Is it right that prisoners 
in our jails can earn good money for 
their work? I think the answer is a 
resounding ‘Yes!’ It enables them to 
help themselves, gives them a first 
class skill they can use on release 
and puts a value on that skill. It may 
reduce the likelihood of their 
returning to crime. Prisoners send the money they earn to 
their children and families or use it to pay debts or for 
accommodation when they are released. As they progress 
they take on more challenging projects and help to teach 
others. One of the cushion designs, a De Morgan tapestry of 
hares sitting on their haunches playfully boxing, reminded my 
children of a favourite story which is actually about a rabbit. 
You may know Margery Williams’ The Velveteen Rabbit. The 
velveteen rabbit is a much-loved Christmas present who 
accompanies a small boy everywhere and has pretend 

burrows made for him. He has no idea that real rabbits exist, 
but he has heard tales that when toys are much loved over 
many years they become real – usually when they have 
become dirty and worn and have lost their eyes or tails. The 
mechanical toys sneer at the velveteen rabbit and so, when 
he finally meets them, do some real rabbits out in the 
garden. He has no hind legs and he can’t move or play with 
them. It is only when he is eventually thrown away that the 
velveteen rabbit finds the secret of becoming ‘real’.  

“Wasn’t I Real before?” asked the 
little rabbit. “You were Real to the 
Boy,” the Fairy said, “because he 
loved you. Now you shall be Real to 
everyone.” And she held the little 
rabbit close in her arms and flew with 
him into the wood….in an open glade 
between the tree-trunks the wild 
rabbits danced with their shadows on 
velvet grass, but when they saw the 
Fairy they all stopped dancing and 
stood in a ring to stare at her…. “Run 
and play!” she said. When he saw all 
the wild rabbits dancing around him 
he suddenly remembered about his 
hind legs, and he didn’t want them to 
see he was made all in one piece. He 
didn’t know that when the fairy 

kissed him she changed him altogether….something tickled 
his nose, and before he thought what he was doing he lifted 
his hind toe to scratch it. He gave one leap… 
And the rest, as they say, is history. 

Joy Parker 

http://www.finecellwork.co.uk or Tel: 020 7931 9998  

The Velveteen Rabbit by Margery Williams, Running Press, London. 

‘For God so loved the world, that he gave his only son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but may have eternal life’ (St. John 3,16) 

It’s almost beyond belief that the power which called life into 
being loves us so much, though we do little enough to merit 
it, often nothing at all to merit it. Yet it is believable, because 
the Lord has gone to great lengths to convince us. That great 
Jewish teacher and leader, Nicodemus, sought from Jesus 
the truth of eternal life, but found it hard to take on board, 
and he was looking Jesus eyeball to eyeball! If one of the best 

intellects in Jewry had a real problem with the message of 
Jesus, surely we can take heart if sometimes we too find the 
truth of eternal life almost beyond belief. But Christ’s giving 
and loving, and his death and resurrection has given us hope 
– the hope – by which every part of our every day can be 
inspired. We now know only in part, but he is asking us to 
trust and, meanwhile, to do all we can to show our love and 
trust in him, and to reveal that love in our concern for others. 

Eric Wallington 

Jane’s ordination 
Jane Stephenson will be 

ordained as priest on 15th July 
at 5pm in Chester Cathedral. 

Anyone wishing to attend should 
add their name to the sheet at 

the back of St.Boniface  
by June 11th. 
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Ever wondered who an All-Age Sunday 
Service is really for? Ever thought that 
it just isn’t worth the 
hassle trying to please 
everyone? Well, 
Saturday 1 July 2006 
could be a day to 
change all that! 

The well-known 
Christian teacher 
known as Ishmael (Rev 
Ian Smale) has been 
leading all-age worship for over 30 
years! 

He has written and recorded nearly 
400 songs - the most famous being 
‘Father God I Wonder’ - and produced 
many resources including albums, 
videos and books. He is also on the 
consultancy team for Children’s 
Ministry - which offers teaching 
resources to Sunday Schools. 

His wife Irene is the newly-appointed 
Diocesan Children’s Officer for 
Chichester. She will be joining Ishmael 
to share from her many years of 

children’s work as well. (To find out 
more look at www.ishmaeldirect.com). 

Ishmael and Irene will lead 
a day long workshop on 
children and all-age 
worship for anyone who 
works with children or 
leads worship in church or 
is simply interested. It will 
certainly be a day to 
inspire and make you 
think! Then, in the evening, 

Ishmael will lead one of his famous 
Praise Parties. This will be a fun time 
of songs and stories for all the family. 
Both events are free, being sponsored 
by St. Boniface Church. All you need to 
do is book your place, as numbers are 
limited! 

To book on the day-long workshop 
(10am to 4.30pm) or the evening 
praise party (6pm to 7.30pm), call 
Debbie Shears on 260707 or email 
ish@stbonya.org.uk. 

Johnny 

Ishmael comes to Bunbury 

This year’s popular YCs lunch was held 
as usual in the Pavilion, and it was a 
tight squeeze! Masterminded by 
Wendy and Teri in the kitchen, and 
Mike and Johnny front-of-house, 
parents and friends of YCs enjoyed a 
far-from-frugal lunch of quiche, salads, 
bread and cheese, apple pie and 
cream – not forgetting a glass of wine. 
Then the diners enjoyed extracts from 
‘Joseph and his technicolour 
dreamcoat’, this time with a cowboy 
theme, performed by the many girls 
and one brave boy in YCs. And the fun 
didn’t stop there: song sheets were 
dished out and Pavilion shook with a 
bit of an audience sing-along (did we 

hear Mr Dyer harmonising at the 
back?) led by Mr Ridley. The whole 
event raised £360 for the uniform 
appeal: well done to YCs and their 
leaders for a very enjoyable event. 

YCs has a waiting list of young people 
wanting to join, but more leaders are 
needed. The group meets on  Monday 
evenings, usually at St.Boniface, from 
7.30 to 9pm. They are a great group 
and have lots of fun – and of course 
there’s the Panto to look forward to in 
November. If you could offer a couple 
of hours a week, more kids can join 
from the waiting list. Please contact 
Mike Ridley (260429) or  
Johnny Gillett(260680). 

YCs serve up technicolour lunch 

One Monday evening, Sarah and Anna, 
some youth workers who help at YCs, 
led the session. The session was all 
about expressing yourself, and being 
comfortable that you were an 
individual. Sarah led an activity, (rather 
noisy!) where, to represent that each 
person had their own rythym, we 
simply bashed pans and spoons 
together, and ended up singing 'We will 
rock you', by Queen. It was brilliant! 
Anna led an equally good activity, 
(slightly quieter!), a sort of chill-out 
theme with calming music and comfy 
cushions, it was very thought - 
provoking and we talked about global 
issues, such as 9/11 and the London 
bombings. Both leaders did a great 
job, and we all thoroughly enjoyed it. 

Isobel, 11 

Sarah and Anna lead 
YCs meeting 

New friends at Quinta  
During the scout camp on Anglesey a 
smaller group from Bunbury also 
suffered under canvas. Johnny and 
Anna took a handful of young people to 
the annual Diocesan youth camp, 
Quinta. Here is what they thought 
about it: 

“We really appreciated meeting up with 
lots of other Christian young people 
from all over the Diocese - that was 
really encouraging and we made some 
new friends.” 

“As well as the serious stuff there was 
still some time to go crazy with some 
messy outdoor games. And on 
Saturday night we enjoyed sitting 
around the camp fire, entertained by 
minstrels, chatting and roasting 
marshmallows. I really enjoyed my 
weekend but next year, Johnny, can we 
book into the dorms instead of the 
campsite?!” 

Annabel, Katrina and Anna,  
our student youthworker 
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Bunbury Village Day 
Saturday 17th June 2006 

This year’s theme is “Mardi Gras” 
 
 

Bouncy Elephant * fairground attractions * samba band   
childrens’ entertainer * BBQ * bar * vintage vehicles   
face painting * balloon modelling * samba workshops    

fire juggling 
 

Parade from the church starts 1.30pm 
Opening ceremony on Playing Field at 2.15pm 

Admission £2.00 by programme - under 16s free 

 

Tarporley Dental Practice 
 

• Ozone therapy - painless restorations without injection 
• Preventive dentistry 
• Cosmetic dentistry - crowns, bridges, veneers 
• White fillings (mercury free) 
• Tooth whitening 

Dental care for all the family 

Denelea, Nantwich Road, Tarporley Telephone:01829 732213 (24 Hours)  

established 1978 

New patients welcome 

Mark Lewis 
 

General garden 
maintenance and all 
those DIY jobs you 
don’t have time for. 

 
 

Enquiries welcome. 
07792 550151 or 

01829 260962 

Canon John follows St. Paul Springtime Concert 
 
Sadly, the Springtime concert on May 
13th organised in aid of Target 1250 
by the Bunbury Singers was very 
poorly supported, possibly due to the 
clash of dates with several other 
functions. Those who did attend 
enjoyed a wide-ranging programme by 
this thriving local choir, as well as 
home-made shortbread provided by 
Sue and Fiona for the interval. 

Home at last ! 

Andrew Clapperton and friend Jon Smith 
would like to thank everyone who has 
supported them in their 10,000-mile 
ride from Beijing to Bunbury. They raised 
over £8,000 for Diabetes UK. 

It’s been a while since the Link heard 
from Canon John, but here he sends 
news of his next exciting ride: 

‘One way of getting a real feeling for St. 
Paul is to travel where he did. This is 
exactly what I will be doing starting on 
St. Boniface Day, June 5th. I will fly into 
Greece with my bike and take the route 
of St. Paul’s second missionary journey 
from Phillipi to Corinth, via 
Thessalonika and Athens, covering 
about 500 miles over 8 days’ cycling. I 
am raising sponsorship towards the 
Barnabas Fund’s wonderful project of 
extending a Christian primary school, 
St Aphrem’s, in Bethlehem. The whole 
of that mainly Muslim area is in a 
perilous situation, with the minority 

Christian community at the bottom of 
the pile. It is vital that there is a school 
available to the remaining Christian 
families in the city where our Lord 
Jesus was born. 

We all receive endless appeals, but to 
help these Christian children makes 
the effort demanded by long, high hills 
and rough roads so worthwhile. Please 
consider making a donation to the 
Barnabas Fund, and keep me in your 
prayers. Thank you.’ 

Canon John Bowers 

Please send cheques to 2 Shalford 
Grove, West Kirby, Wirral, CH48 9XY.  
If you are a taxpayer, please Gift Aid 
your donation with a signature. 

Good Luck! 
All the best to all those about to 
undertake school and college exams 
over the next few weeks. Let’s hope for 
calm nerves and the chance for the 
students all to do their very best. 
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Scouts appreciate home comforts 
Friday 19th May saw the massed ranks of the Bunbury 
scouting movement assembling at the Pavilion, ready for 
their annual camp, this year on sunny Anglesey. 97 cubs, 
scouts and explorers, and 21 leaders packed their 
waterproofs and sleeping bags and headed for Wales, where 
some brand new tents were ready and waiting, thanks to an 
advance party of leaders and parents. This year there was 
also a large marquee in case of rain – and it was put to good 
use, as the heavens opened with a storm on Friday night, and 
continued, with a break on Saturday, until their early return 
on Sunday afternoon. Nevertheless, the youngsters had a 
wonderful weekend’s activities: from motorboating and seal-
spotting, to coasteering (exploring the coastline by 
clambering up and down the cliffs and in and out of the sea), 
the young people and their leaders enjoyed some 
unforgettable experiences. (Colette Walker may remember 
the stream finding its way through her tent for some time to 
come!) Shaun Kelly, cub leader and main organiser, said on 
his return that it had been a wet but fantastic weekend. “The 
kids and activities were great”. He thanked all those who had 
helped make the weekend such a success. Son Joe said he 
really enjoyed the speed boat ride which was like a roller 
coaster. “The food was all right - I liked the breakfast best.” 
Daughter Jessie’s comment was “The rain ruined my hair but 
it was still fun”. 

A huge vote of thanks on behalf of all the youngsters and 
their parents, to all the leaders. And well done to every 
camper who managed to stay smiling despite the weather! 

(The Link editors both remember making dishracks out of 
sticks and string on their guide camps so many years ago - 
there was certainly no time for gallivanting about as the rest 
of the time was spent in tent inspections and trying to light 
fires to cook for ourselves!) 

Many parents took advantage of a weekend without 
children. Here is what Amber Middlemiss did……... 

“With the rest of my family packed off to scout camp, I 
decided to visit an old college friend in Belfast. It felt very odd 
to go on a plane with just one small bag and to be able to 
read uninterrupted - I kept feeling as if I'd left something 
behind! We drove to watch Pippa Funnell ride cross-country, 
walked in the forest and picnicked in the sunshine with not a 
care in the world. I was so relaxed that I missed my flight 
back to Liverpool! I did get back before Jonathan who finally 
steered in with the trailer piled high with mud-soaked tents 
and 30 bags of rubbish at 8.30 that night!” 
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ROGERS MASONRY 
 SERVICES 

73 Hospital Street, Nantwich 
Tel: 01270 624676 

• Member of the National  
Association of Memorial Masons 

• Individually designed and 
carved motifs 

• Free quotations given 

North York Moors 
National Park 
Three newly-converted barns 
available for holidays and short 
breaks 
Explore the moors: no roads or 
traffic, ideal for horseriding, 
hiking and mountain biking. Many 
local attractions, shops and pubs 
1 mile 
Contact LynneWhite  
01751 476835 
www.prospectfarmcottagesco.uk 

 
Holiday Villa 
Kalkan, Turkey 

• Private pool,  
air conditioning,  
sleeps 4 plus guest suite 

 
• Breathtaking views, 5 

minutes walk to sea 
 
 
 

Contact Lynn Hedgecoe 
Tel: 01829 260725 

‘Outstanding’, judges RE inspector 

Saturday 13th May was the culmination of nearly 18 months’ planning for the 
Tarporley HSA team led by Katie Mason. Finally, the day of the Tarporley School 
Ball had arrived. As in previous years, Chester Town Hall had been booked for the 
occasion, and what a great venue it makes – grand architecture, a sweeping 
double staircase, magnificent reception rooms. Nearly 170 guests enjoyed a 
Champagne reception followed by dinner and dancing until midnight, and thanks 
to the generosity of many local businesses and sponsors donating prizes, the 
raffle and auction helped raise almost £5000 towards HSA funds. These funds 
help the school to buy extra equipment and last year helped purchase a new 
minibus. The highlight of the evening was the draw of a special raffle, the prize a 
week’s holiday for two in Barbados donated by Tarporley Travel. The very worthy 
winners were a couple from Tarporley with three young children, who definitely 
deserve a break! Everyone who attended had a wonderful evening’s 
entertainment – make sure you get tickets for the next School Ball in 2008! 

£5,000 for Tarporley High 

Bingo is a great way to teach children 
to recognise numbers quickly, and a 
prize of chocolate for the winner 
concentrates the mind wonderfully! 
Bunbury School PTA organised a family 
Bingo afternoon for May 13th though 
the male members of the committee 
were incredulous to realise that it had 
been booked to clash with the FA Cup 
Final! Nevertheless, over 40 players, 
young and old, had fun competing for 
prizes and improving number skills at 
the same time.  

Chocolate improves 
maths skills! 

After Easter, Bunbury School, as a 
Church school, finally received a visit 
from the Ofsted Religious 
Education inspector. Mrs 
Phillips had been 
wondering when the visit 
would take place, as it 
usually follows hot on the 
heels of the main Ofsted 
inspection. As Easter 
approached, the school 
was full of wonderful R.E. 
work, but sadly the 
inspector came too late to 
enjoy the Easter displays 
and service. Nevertheless, the school 
has received a glowing interim report – 
the inspector judged it to be 
outstanding. 

He particularly commended the 
school’s morning worship, in which 
Rick led a Eucharist, and the children’s 
beautiful singing received special 
mention. He was also impressed by 

the pupils’ discipline and behaviour. 
He spent time with each class and 

enjoyed the multi-disciplinary 
approach to R.E in the school. 
Well done to children, staff and 
especially to the school’s  R.E 
coordinator, Mrs Crotty. 

As he left, the inspector, a former 
headteacher from Salford, 
admitted that visiting a school like 
Bunbury made him want to go 
back into teaching. That says it 
all! 

 

 

 

 

 
Year 6 did some lovely artwork to thank Rick 

for his service. 

Could you help? 
The Mersey Ambulance Service is 
initiating a scheme to provide 
emergency first aid in rural areas. It is 
called the First Responder Scheme 
and they are looking for volunteers to 
be trained in a 40-hour course, run at 
Tarporley Community Centre over 13 
evenings. The starting date of the 
course has not yet been confirmed, but 
there is a recruitment evening for 
anyone who wants to know more on 
June 7th, also at the Community 
Centre. The course leads to a 
nationally-recognised qualification in 
emergency first aid, and, once 
qualified, those who wish will be issued 
with all the necessary equipment and a 
pager to be contacted as necessary by 
the Ambulance Control Room. The 
firstaider can decide whether or not it 
is possible to respond on each 
occasion. Come along to the 
recruitment evening if you are 
interested in this worthwhile scheme, 
or contact Laura Carter, the volunteer 
coordinator, on 0151 261 2521 or 
07919 392398 
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Sally Sissons Garden Design 
 
Anything from whole-garden 
designs to re-planning 
tired borders 
Reaseheath trained 
Tel:01829 261412, Mobile: 07813 466547 

Andrew Dean 
(Dip. N.T.C., C.G.L.I., A.V.C.M.) 

Piano tuning, repairs 
And restoration 

Tel: 01829 261222 

Not only… 
Coal, smokeless fuel, 
logs, kindling, 
bottled gas,  
spare parts 
 
But also... 
Garden mulch, peat, bark.  
sand, gravel, cement etc. 

01829-261199 - day 
01829-260009 - evening 

Free Delivery or Collect 

Calveley 
Coal Company 

Holiday Apartment to let 
Begur, Costa Brava 

 
35 minutes Gerona, 90 minutes Barcelona 

House sleeps 6 and separate apartment for 3 
 

Call Sally & Robert Sissons 
Tel:01829 261412 
Mobile 07813 466547 

 
 
 
 

Your local independent garage 
Servicing all makes and models. 

M.O.T. Testing Station 
Bodywork repairs 

Free collection and delivery 
within 10 mile radius 

Courtesy cars available 

Wardle Service Station 
Calveley, Tarporley, Cheshire 
Tel: 01829 260230/260811 

Fax: 01829 261100 

Fancy Dress Hire  
Over 400 adults’ and  
kids’ costumes  
Wigs, hats & party products. 
Charlie Vegas: 262470 
Visit our new website: 
www.charlievegas.co.uk  

Barbeque on offer 
 

There is a family barbeque on offer to anyone willing to help us 
clean St.Boniface. Barbara writes, ‘Our church needs a good 
spring clean. There are cobwebs on some on the windows we 
could put a baby in! Our small band of ladies do a sterling job 
but like every home we need to turf out and renew from time to 
time. There is a blank space in the calendar on Saturday 24th 
June (Midsummer’s Day), so we have reserved that day for a 
major cleaning session. Any man, woman or child able to help 
will be welcomed with open arms, and with a warm invitation to  
stay and enjoy a barbecue once the work is finished. We really 
need all hands on deck - please help!’ 

Please contact Barbara on 260344 so she can buy enough 
barbecue supplies for the throng. 

Each year the Churchwardens and sidesmen and women are 
“sworn in” by the Archdeacon at a “Visitation” to the Malpas 
Deanery. The wardens from all churches in the deanery gather 
at a nominated church, and are “sworn in” and declare that 
will carry out their duties.  

Traditionally our churchwardens are expected to maintain 
order and decency in the church and churchyard, at all times 
especially during the times of “divine services”. At the back of 
our church, hanging on the wall is our churchwardens’ staff, 
and the wardens have the right to use this if anyone needs to 
be restrained. In the past five years it has not been used! 

The charge made by the Archdeacon this year was; “To be 
aware of the office we have been elected to, but not to let this 
office take over from our Christianity”. 

Barbara Croley 

Order and decency in church 

During the summer it is likely that formal plans will be 
posted on the St.Boniface notice boards about a series of 
changes to the nave. I thought it would help if at this stage 
I explained just why we were doing this and what it is 
intended to achieve. 

The work at the West End of the nave was to create new 
facilities. We were not able at that time to address other 
areas of the nave but now propose to do so. Parishioners 
who may have concerns might go into church during the 
week and have a look at the following. Start at the font: -
we moved it recently but it needs a setting -  perhaps some 
carpeting ending at low English oak rails to define the 
area. Move to the musicians' corner: a large oak cabinet to 
contain their kit? Then to the area under the rood screen: 
imagine a Communion Service with the altar table, a 
priest, several musicians and a lesson reader jockeying for 
space. Should we take out one or two rows of pews at this 
point to give them more space? Some of us remember 
Communion Services being conducted from the high altar 
when the space underneath the screen was not a problem, 
but practices change and we need to change our church 
along the way. Look then at the other corner of the nave to 
the left of the pulpit. it is a furniture repository and needs 
clearing out. Finally, have a look at the raised floors in 
most of the nave and ask whether you are surprised that 
an old person and a child have fallen "up" in recent times. 
The raised floor by the kitchen has been lowered - perhaps 
we should now do the rest, particularly if we are going to 
replace our Victorian cast iron heating pipes. Proposals will 
be brought forward to deal with most if not all of these 
issues. When the time comes, you will have the 
opportunity to make formal objections but before you do, 
please take my suggested tour first! 

Walter Done 

Take a tour of St.Boniface 
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� I would like to make a donation of  � £20   � other amount 

£_____________. Please make cheques payable to Bunbury PCC. 

� I would like to help Target 1250 in other ways (please specify). 

Name:_____________________________________________ 

Address:____________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

____________________Postcode:_______________________ 

Phone :_______________Email:_________________________ 

 

Yes I want all donations I have made since 6 April 2000 and all future 

donations to qualify for Gift Aid until I notify you otherwise. 

Signature  

 

Date  

 

In order for the scheme to apply you must ensure that you pay a total 

amount of Income and/or Capital Gains tax equal to that which we re-

claim – currently 28p in every £1 you give. 

Please return this form to Katie Mason, Target 1250, 2 Beeston Hall Mews, Beeston, Tarporley, Cheshire CW6 9TZ 

Target 1250 is the new fundraising campaign for the preservation of the 
St.Boniface church building. To contribute please contact Katie Mason on 
260374 or use the form below. All contributions gratefully received. 

The Good Companions proudly present 
The “delightful, delicious, de-lovely”  

musical comedy 
 

ANYTHING 
GOES 

 

Bunbury Village Hall 
 

For 4 nights only - 12th-15th July 2006 
 

Prices from £5.00 (light refreshments only) to £12.00  
(including 2 course buffet).  

Tickets on sale from June 12th  
at the Village Greens Bunbury 

Local police news and contacts 
You may have read in the newsletter distributed by our local 
police officers – the Community Action Team (CAT) 
Newsletter – that they are in possession of a number of car 
badges stolen from vehicles in the Bunbury area in the last 
18 months or so. If you have had a badge stolen from a 
Toyota, Alfa Romeo, Honda, Citroen Saxo or Roadster, please 
contact PC Phil Evans on  0845 458 6378. 

The newsletter also gives further useful contact numbers 

worth repeating here: 

CAT team: 0845 458 6378 

CAT e-mail: nantwich.cat@cheshire.pnn.police.uk 

Cheshire Constabulary:  
0845 458 0000 

Homewatch Co-ordinator: Hayley Elliot 0845 458 0000 ext 
4332 

Anything Goes -  
everyone hard at 
work! 
This is an ambitious undertaking by 
the Good Companions and the cast 
have been hard at work in rehearsal 
since early February. Director John 
Headon and musical director George 
Robey have been cracking the whip. 
For the performances a six piece 
orchestra will be providing the musical 
accompaniment. Mairi Harris as usual 
provides superb choreography and is a 
patient teacher. Long-suffering 
producers are Gill Johnson and Meg 
Fairweather. The show is based on a 
novel by PG Wodehouse with words 
and lyrics by Cole Porter including 
many well-known songs such as 
Anything Goes and You’re the Tops. 

It is sure to be a great night with high 
demand for tickets so make sure you 
book early! 

Jim Walker 
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Music for the Queen’s birthday - continued from page 1 
“I think they thought my flute was a gun!  At 3.30 we 
attended a press call with newspaper, Sky Television and 
Channel 5 reporters who asked us lots of questions and took 
photographs. We also met Nicholas Witchell, the BBC’s Royal 
Correspondent. Any nerves we might have had were calmed 
by the Royal Press Secretary who was really kind and put us 
completely at our ease.  

“After we had set up for the evening’s performance and 
completed our sound check we were allowed to wander 
round Kew Palace which has been recently restored and is a 
real treasure. I loved the beautiful doll’s house that was 
originally from the palace and has recently been brought 
back from America. We had to do quite a lot of waiting 
around until we were served with food in the Orangery. 
Needless to say we weren’t given the venison that was on the 
menu for the Queen, but Shepherd’s Pie, still delicious 
though!  

“At 7.30 we waited in the small room where we were going to 
play. This room opened onto the private dining room and we 
could see the butlers putting the finishing touches to the 
table which looked gorgeous with wonderful flower 
arrangements. At last members of the Royal family started to 
arrive, first Prince Charles with Princes William and Harry.  
Everyone came to say ‘Hello’ to us and were really interested, 
especially the Duchess of Kent who is herself a musician and 
who has set up her own musical foundation. Of course, 
everyone was in full evening dress and all the ladies looked 
fabulous. I thought Princess Beatrice was especially lovely. 
The Queen who arrived last with the Duke of Edinburgh 

looked absolutely radiant in a sparkling turquoise blue dress 
and a long cream wrap with stunning diamond necklace and 
earrings. 

“The Royal Family then had a tour of the Palace and listened 
to the London Chamber Orchestra who were playing in an 
upstairs room, and also watched a firework display. It was 
our turn to play as they came back downstairs and everyone 
stopped to listen before taking their places at the table. We 
played throughout the dinner, mostly light classics just as the 
Queen had requested (no jazz!). The setting was perfect, as 
the Royal Family had privacy, but our playing wafted through 
to them from our ante room. A chocolate birthday cake was 
served for dessert and we played “Happy Birthday”. There 
were shouts from the table of “again, again!” so we played it 
again! 

“At the end of the meal Prince Charles came over to say 
thank you to us and so did all the rest of the family as they 
left, including the Queen.  

“We packed away but were not allowed to leave the building 
until all the royal party had gone so it was midnight when we 
got home. It had truly been a day to remember!  

“Several days later we had a postcard to say that a letter 
needed collection from the Post Office. When Deian went to 
collect it there was quite a stir behind the Post Office counter 
as our letter had ‘Buckingham Palace’ printed on the 
envelope. It was a lovely handwritten thank you letter from 
Prince Harry.”  

Discovering Rubens in Antwerp 

In mid May we were lucky enough to take a weekend away 
from husbands and family to catch up with our old friends 
the Frenches, now living in Tervuren on the outskirts of 
Brussels. They are well-placed to visit loads of destinations, 
and so our first afternoon was spent admiring Leuven 
(Louvain) an ancient university town, now best known for 
brewing Stella Artois. One of the amazing town squares is 
said to be the biggest outdoor bar in Europe, and there were 
certainly plenty of customers on that beautiful May evening. 

Next day, bright and early, we were off to Antwerp, about 40 
minutes away. This was a new destination for us all, and 

what a discovery this old port city is. So many beautiful, well-
preserved buildings, many of them originally built by the 
guilds, each trying to outdo the others in their importance. 
Many of them have large symbols of the guild still perched on 
the highest pinnacles of the roof – a ship in full sail, a fox, a 
swan. But the highpoint of Antwerp for many of us was the 
ancient Cathedral. It is an enormous building in pale stone: 
inside, the walls and roof soar high up, light streams in 
through some plain and some magnificent stained glass and 
there is a real feeling of calm, despite the many visitors. 
Perhaps its greatest claim to fame, however, is as the home 
to some of Peter Paul Rubens’ largest and most famous 
religious paintings, and to see these works of art in the flesh 
is amazing. They were commissioned for the Cathedral and 
have been there ever since. The photo here shows the 
Assumption of the Virgin: the sheer scale of the work and the 
feat of perspective Rubens achieved is staggering. What was 
also amazing to us, so used in this country to security 
checks, glass safety screens and high admission prices, is 
that these inspirational treasures are hanging there for all to 
see, simply for the 2€ entry price to the Cathedral. 

Inspired by the paintings, we spent the next couple of hours 
at the Rubenshuis Museum, where the city authorities have 
rescued and restored the beautiful building where the artist 
and his family lived and where he had his studio. The best 
part was sitting in the courtyard garden, the wisteria in full 
flower, admiring the specialist tulip display – some varieties 
dating back to Rubens’ own time. 

Tina Everton and Liz Mulcahy 
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J&M Cars 
 

(based at Wettenhall) 
Private Hire/Taxi Service 

4-16 seaters 
 

Airport/Station, Business, Weddings,  
Restaurants and all social occasions 

Lady drivers available 
 

Tel: 01270 528006 or 629788 
Mobile 07951 590 756 

 
           www.jandmcars.co.uk 

 
 

• Complete funeral  
arrangements 

• Personal day and night service 
 
Tel: 01270 524243 

 

A.W.Burrows & Son 
Snowdrop Villa, 
Swanley, Nantwich 
CW5 8QB 

Community news 

Please continue to pray for Rick, 
Benjamin Thomas, Neville Edgley, 
Camilla Broster, Peter Overy, 
Maxine Sweeting, Sue Burns, Reg 
Woodyer, Howard Anderson, 
Barbara Rosier, Sarah Lomax, 
Elizabeth Barry and James Bartlett. 

Caroline White 
 

Contemporary 
Wedding Photography 

 

07711 631171/01606 881807 
online gallery:  

www.carolinewhitephotography.co.uk 

Dru Yoga  
Peckforton Village Hall  

Tuesday mornings 9.30 – 11.30  
Contact Julie Markman  

01829 260989  
Suitable for all ages and abilities 

St.Jude’s Church Hall 
 

Is available for hire 

Telephone 01829 260555 

 

Geoff and Nigel Burrows 
Dip. F.D. 

 

Funeral Directors 

Congratulations to Louise and Ranulph 
Fiennes on the birth of baby Elizabeth 
Grace on Easter Sunday. 

Above, Ella Popple (granddaughter of 
Wendy Slack) at her baptism on 
Mothering Sunday. 

The following Baptisms have taken 
place recently at St.Boniface: Abigail 
Louise Calveley on 30th April and 
Melanie Paige Kinson from York on 
7th May. 

Congratulations to Sally-Anne Furber 
and Nicholas Haydn Glyndwr Rees 
who married at St.Boniface on 
Saturday 20th May. The couple had 

engaged six members of the well-
known Amici choir whose lovely 
descants soared above the 
congregation. 

Congratulations to Liz Kirby who 
celebrated a major birthday in May. 

Janine Fairclough celebrated her big 
birthday with a lunch party given by 
friends. 

We are sad to report the death of 
Fred Vickers of Wardle whose ashes 
were interred at St.Boniface last 
month. 

Church notices 
Ann Latham, passing over her duties 
as St.Jude’s Churchwarden to Linda 
Downey, has specially asked us to say 
that she has very much enjoyed her 
stint in office and wishes Linda all the 
very best in the future. 

 

Cathedral to pinch  
our cross? 
The magnificent rough wooden cross 
standing at the front of St.Boniface, 
and adorned at Easter with first the 
Crown of Thorns and then the draped 
grave clothes, has come to the 
attention of Chester Cathedral, who 
want it themselves. They are sending 
someone to come and copy its 
dimensions – but Link readers should 
remain eagle-eyed for anyone carrying 
a suspiciously shaped parcel marked 
SWAG anywhere near St.Boniface! 

Well known local lady Claudia 
McLaughlin is once again faced with 
major sugery as we go to print. Our 
prayers for her swift recovery.  

We have also heard that Paul and 
Elise Stafford’s baby granddaughter 
faces major eye surgery. Please keep 
the family in your prayers. 
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Finest quality, locally-sourced, 
additive-free meat and poultry 

Gold award-winning sausages 

Good selection of cheeses  

Bacon and cured meats 

 
 

01829 260342 

R.F. Burrows  
& Sons 

Family butchers est.1924 

Diary 
June 

4  Whit Sunday  
 8.00am Holy Communion St.Boniface 
 9.30am Holy Communion St.Jude’s 
 10.00am Family Worship St.Boniface 
 11.00am Holy Communion Calveley 
  
7 10.00am Holy Communion  St.Boniface 
 
11 9.30am Morning Service St.Jude’s 
 10.00am Family Communion St.Boniface 
 6.30pm Evensong  St.Boniface 
 
14 10.00am Holy Communion St.Boniface 
 
17  Bunbury Village Day   
 
18 8.00am Holy Communion St.Boniface 
 9.30am Holy Communion St.Jude’s 
 10.00am Family Worship St.Boniface  
 11.00am Family Worship Calveley 
    
21 10.00am Holy Communion St.Boniface 
 
24  Springcleaning at St.Boniface - please help! 
 
25 9.30am Morning Service St.Jude’s 
 10.00am Family Communion  St.Boniface 
   
28  10.00am  Holy Communion  St.Boniface 
 
30 7.30 for 8.00pm 
  Bunbury Cricket Club World Cup Sportsman’s Evening 
  with guest speaker Nobby Stiles at Portal Golf Club.  

  Information from Andy Lawrence 01829 261330 
July 
1  Ishmael Workshop and Praise Party (see page 4) 
2 8.00am Holy Communion St.Boniface 
 9.30am Holy Communion St.Jude’s 
 10.00am Family Worship Bunbury 
 11.00am Holy Communion Calveley 
 
Looking ahead 
July 
8th  Bunbury School Barbeque 
12th-15th  Anything Goes - Bunbury Good Companions put on this 

  unmissable show for a four night run. Details on page 9 
15th 5.00pm Ordination of Jane Stephenson at Chester Cathedral 
20th  Bunbury School Grandparents Day 
31st-3rd August St.Boniface Holiday Club 
September 
3rd  Flint Male Voice Choir Concert at St.Boniface 
23rd  Bunbury School Association Barn Dance 
October 
6th  Tarporley School Quiz 
November 
25th  Tarporley School Christmas Fair 

Graham Rathbone & Sons 
 

Electrical 
Contractors 
 
NICEIC approved contractor 

01829 261174 

Link is edited by Lucy Munro (tel. 260487) and Jill Robey (tel. 260081). We welcome all 
contributions. Our deadline for the July edition is Friday 16th June. Please send material to 
lucykmunro@hotmail.com.  

 Our vicar, Rick Gates, is always available in times of sickness, bereavement or any distress 
See p2 for phone numbers.   

www.stbonifacebunbury.org.uk 

Ian Bulkeley 
Paving, walls, fencing, 
garden improvements, 
landscaping. 
 

01270 780834 07778 358285 

 

 

 

 

Digital information technology ltd 

• Cheshire’s only direct  
supplier of DELL 

• Specialists in upgrades 
and repairs 

• Broadband provision 

• Internet & E-mail service providers 

• Full networking and cabling 
service 

• Virus removal & reconfiguration 

• Comprehensive web design & E-
commerce solutions 

• Efficient personal service 

Kevin Thompson 
01829 261685 

M 07773 321779 
kevin@ditnet.co.uk 


