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Last month’s Link featured the desperate call of local boy, Max McCleave, for
donors to come forward to help his dad and others in need of stem cell donations.
As a result of his letter, Max and his dad have been featured on radio and
television–with a massive impact on the 10000 donors website.
As Pete McCleave, observed: “It has been said in the past, (probably justifiably so)
that I can on occasion be a little un-emotive.  But when I read this in our local
magazine I can promise you that my reaction was far removed
from my default setting.”
When asked what was special about his day on radio and
television, Max said: “I thought I was nervous at first but
really I was just excited. I would like to get a job one day in

radio or TV and I
would like to work
with Jason, Kate,
Louise and Sally at
the BBC.  They let
me press buttons
and I looked
through the cameras.”

Well done, Max!

Pete McCleave and son Max on BBC Breakfast
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Congratulations to Neil and
Kelly Shields on the birth of

Imogen Grace,
born 15 January.
Neil and Kelly
live in Bunbury
Heath.

New arrivals

The next meeting of Bunbury Gardening
Club will be a talk by Sue Clark on
"Cottage Gardens" on Tuesday 19 March,
before a visit to her garden in Wrenbury on
21 May. The meeting starts  at 7.30pm in
the Village Hall followed by cheese and
wine (bring your own wine) Tickets £6 on
the door. New members are welcome.

Alec Hughes has been at Burrows'
Butchers for 60 years. Alec was 15 years
old when he first started and became semi
retired a few years ago.  Happy retirement,
Alec!

Please note the new time for the Friday at
Tilly's group is 9.30-11am every Friday. We
look forward to seeing you there.

Time on your hands? Why not do
jigsaws? The Jigsaw Club has over 700
jigsaws, which can be borrowed for all
ages. Ruth Tilston goes to Tillys on a Friday.
Her contact number is 07837 261523.

St Boniface church cleaning - first
Monday of every month at 10am. Any help
would be greatly appreciated.

Bunbury Youth Club meets Monday
nights 7-8.30pm at St Boniface church.

New Youth Worker: welcome, Beth! We
are pleased to announce that, following an
advertising and selection process, Beth
Hayward will become our youth worker at
St Boniface. Beth will already be well known
to our young people and we are really
excited that she is taking on this new role.

Please keep Beth, and all our young
people, in your prayers as they move
forward together. More on this next month.

Bunbury WI - On 14 March, magician Pete
Turner is coming to take us on a magical
journey.  Then on 11 April, there is a visit
from Lisa and her birds from Shropshire
Falconry as seen on Countryfile. Birthday
plans are underway for more exciting
events so watch this space. Everyone
warmly welcomed. Contact Sue Watson
01829 260642.

1st Bunbury Rainbows - On 16 January a
taster evening was held for the 1st Bunbury
Rainbows - 12 years since the pack closed.
Expecting 4 to 6 girls, they were delighted
that 13 ran in excited to see what activities
are done. Four weeks in and 14 girls have
just completed the storyteller badge. If you
are interested in joining us we have
rainbows, brownies, guides and senior
section meetings on a Wednesday evening
in the scout hut. If you would like to join,
contact jo@the-lesters.me.uk. The leaders
would welcome any volunteers that have a
few hours free to join the team of guiders
developing new skills, confidence and
independence in the next generation of
Bunbury girls.  A big thank you to Kevin
and all at Tilly's, Burrows Butchers,
Suzanne at the Salon, and The Nags
Head at Haughton for helping to raise
£277.50 at The Tilly's quiz night in January.

Community News

Congratulations to Alice Mae and
Aoife Norbury Dean, christened
at St
Boniface
on
Saturday
26 January.

Baptisms
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"Love has no meaning if it isn't
shared. Love has to be put into
action. You have to love without
expectation, do something for
love itself, not for what you may
receive. Love in action is what
gives us grace. We have been
created for greater things -- to
love and to be loved. Love is love
-- to love a person without any
conditions, without any
expectations. Small things, done
in great love, bring joy and
peace."  Mother Teresa
In this month’s magazine there
are so many examples of the
value of small things done with
great love. We can often feel
overwhelmed by the big
problems we face in our lives –
and sometimes it is easy to let
that feeling of insignificance
overpower us. But when we feel
hopeless, we must always

remember, who we are and
what we do is not insignificant.
Because how can we love our
neighbour, if we can’t love
ourselves?
People often talk about:
Small things that have meant a
lot.
Small things that have made a
big difference.
Small things that have helped
to overcome great challenges.
Small things that make for a
richer life.
Not all of us can do great
things. But we can all do small
things with great love. May we
never underestimate the value
of small things. May we never
underestimate ourselves and
each other. You are not
insignificant, small is beautiful.
What small thing can you do to
change the world?

You are not
insignificant,

small is beautiful
This month's "A day in the life of" features
Gill Arnold, a news producer for 5 Live.
She talks about the power of focusing on
local deserving projects and the effect it
can have. Last month we featured Pete
McCleave and his fight for donors. This
was then picked up by the news and Max
and he were on Radio 2 and BBC breakfast.
I was so proud of Max; I taught him in
reception. Subsequently the 10000 donors
website was so busy it crashed three times
due to high traffic. He smashed his target
and is now looking at a higher number.
This shows the power of a local movement
and the inspirational drive of Pete
McCleave and his family.
Another local person inspiring us with her
vision is Pat Blackwood, who is behind the
ALIVE project in Bunbury. On 23 March in
Bunbury Pavilion she has invited as many
organisations from Bunbury and the
surrounding areas to show anyone who
needs support, might be lonely or those of
us who are just getting older what activities
and organisations are on offer. It is from
12-3pm. It is really interesting what is out
there I had no idea. Pat has also organized
the £5.00 lunch on a Tuesday at the Nags
Head, Bunbury. Please support her on the
23 March and just pop in and have a look.

News from the editor

The copy deadline for the April issue of
the Link is Friday 15 March. The magazine
should be in church on Friday 29 March.

Every six years, across the country, old Church Electoral Rolls are deleted
and new Rolls prepared. The next new Roll is going to be prepared this
year.  So what is the Electoral Roll? It's the ecclesiastical equivalent of the
Register of Electors i.e. the register of all those qualified to vote at the
elections at the Annual Parochial Church Meeting and to stand for election
to the Parochial Church Council. Who should join? Every worshipping
member of our churches over 16 should join the Electoral Roll.  A person
should be a regular worshipping member of the church for at least six
months before they can apply for membership. Further details are on the
application form.
If you wish to be included in this new electoral roll, please fill in an
enrolment form available in the church or from Jeremy Shears. Forms need
to be returned to Jeremy or to the box at the back of St Boniface provided
for this purpose, by April 12. Please note that even if your name was on a
previous Electoral Roll, you need to reapply.

New Church Electoral Roll at St
Boniface and Calveley- time to register

Beeston Castle Fete - St Boniface
church fundraiser - two months to go!
What we most need (apart from a cast iron
guarantee of splendid weather) is the energy of
some new volunteers to help on the day: 6 May
Bank Holiday.  Please contact me if you could
take on our famous second-hand book stall or
serve in the tea tent? Could you  help run the
bar? Sell ice creams? Make a cake or run a cake
stall? We also need strong arms on Saturday 4
May to help put up the various gazebos and
marquees. The Fete is a huge team effort and
we appreciate any time you can offer, whether
an hour or the whole day.  Lucy Munro 07580
066153
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Spring at last! 20 March marks the
Spring equinox, when the Sun moves
from the southern hemisphere to the
northern and day and night are almost
exactly the same length all over the
Earth. From now until the end of June,
our nights will be shorter than our days.
The clocks change to Summer Time on
31 March, which means it gets dark an
hour later.
See if you can spot the constellation of
Leo, the Lion, fairly high in the south
east after nightfall. Its brightest star is
called Regulus and marks the bottom of
a large back-to front question mark,
which is sometimes called "The Sickle".
To the ancient people the Sickle was the
head and mane of a lying lion whose

body stretches out to the east (to left in
the sky), with Regulus marking his heart.
Regulus is actually spinning very fast on
its axis: over a million kilometres an hour
at its surface. It rotates once in 16 hours,
compared to about a month for our Sun.
Because it is spinning so fast, its equator
is bulging like a satsuma. If it were to
spin a little faster, it would tear itself
apart!
If you get up early at the start of the
month, at around 6am just, look low in
the south east and you will see the
crescent moon close to Saturn on the
1st. On the 2nd the moon will be
between Saturn and the very bright
Venus and on the 3rd it will be to the left
of Venus.

Bunbury stargazer’s sky notes for March

The lengthening days and
emerging daffodils provide
a timely reminder that
spring is here and Bunbury
Cricket will soon be opening
up for the 2019 season.
Junior teams play in the
South Cheshire Cricket
League and junior coaching
takes place on Thursdays
from 6-7pm. Junior
coaching is free for club

members and no specialist cricket kit is required for training
sessions. Junior members are also allowed to practise in the
club nets at other times. This season the first practice night for
juniors will be on Thursday 25 April. If you are not sure about
joining - please come along to the first practice session to see
how you get on.

Both the senior
and junior
sections of the
club are keen to
attract new
players of all
abilities for the
2019 season. In
addition, a social
membership only
costs £15 for the
year and really
does help to
support the club.
Registration
Evening this
season, for new
and existing
members, will take
place on Thursday 11 April from 6.30pm in the cricket pavilion.
Otherwise please contact our Membership Secretary Sharon
Simcott (ssimcott@hotmail.co.uk). Also look out for details of
our Family Fun Day on Sunday 12 May from 2pm.
Bunbury Cricket Club has an enviable reputation for providing
excellent playing conditions and a warm welcome to all visiting
teams and spectators. The club is registered under the ECB
Clubmark registration which is a guarantee of incorporating
Child Protection and Equity Policies. For any further
information about Bunbury Cricket Club please contact Club
Captain Robin Williams Robwill48@aol.com

Cricket Club seeks new members
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On 23 March a newly formed group called ALIVE will hold a
special event in Bunbury Pavilion from 12 noon to 3pm.
There is no charge for entry and free refreshments will be
provided. It is designed as a pop in event to see what's on
offer in the community.  This event will bring together a range
of groups and societies who can offer information, advice and
support.
We are extremely lucky in Bunbury to already have a strong
sense of community.  However, with an ageing population
increasing year on year there is a hidden epidemic of
loneliness across the country. Recent research has shown that
there are well over one million lonely people. Silver Line, who
link lonely people to a volunteer receive 800 to 1000 calls a
day, 365 days a year from people seeking a friendly voice to
talk to. For some a phone call once a week is their only
contact with the outside world.  The charity estimates they will
soon reach over one million calls a year.
Loneliness is bad for your health and is fast becoming the
hidden killer amongst us. The effect of loneliness is equivalent
to smoking fifteen cigarettes a day; it is twice as harmful as
obesity and increases the rate of heart disease and dementia.
It has already been proven that for every £1 spent on
addressing loneliness the health service saves £3.
So what can we do to alleviate this growing problem?  A
wonderful initiative has already been launched in Chelford.
Whilst visiting one of their community events a lady told me
that "nobody who wants company should be without it". So
the idea for the ALIVE project was born.  We hope to provide
as much information as possible to enable everyone, the
elderly and equally importantly their relatives and friends to
have full knowledge of what is on offer to them. We also wish
to identify new ways to support our community, with the
emphasis being on fun.
So come and join us on the 23 March.  With your help we can
make a difference.
Let's help everyone to become not just "Older but Bolder".
For further information: tel: 01829 261526 or email:
k.blackwood1@sky.com

ALIVE (Alleviating Loneliness
in Village Environments) BBC producer, Gill Arnold

I am Gill Arnold and I am a producer for BBC Radio 5 Live.
I've been with the BBC for nearly 20 years, 15 of those with
5 Live.
My days are never the same, which I love and they can almost
be split into two types of work.
The first is putting the live show on air. That show is our
Afternoon Edition programme on air from 1-4pm. I start my
day at 8am. We have a programme meeting where our team
decides what stories we'd like to put in the show. It can be
what's in the news or sport, but we also try and reflect on
what you and I may be talking about with our friends and
colleagues. It could be changes to childcare provision, latest
food fads or a spoiler leaked about the new Game of Thrones
series. Once that's decided it's my job to make those stories
work, arrange for guests to talk about the topics and then
write up scripts and questions for the presenter.
When we go live at 1pm I have to make sure that the
programme sounds as it should, but be ready to respond to
breaking news such as a suspected terror attack, a press
conference about an MP's resignation or a fire or natural
disaster.  It's in those moments 5 Live and the BBC really
come alive and so many separate parts of the machine come
together to get reporters at the scene. Satellite feeds have
to be booked and scripts and running orders have to be to
started from scratch. This is in order to fulfill our job and our
Charter to bring accurate and informative news programming.
The second part of my job is planning news features. This is
investing in a story and more importantly for me - the people
behind those stories. Key for me is to try to give a voice to
those who may not have it. At the moment I'm working on
a feature from a project in Bolton called Working Wardrobe.
Those who have an interview can go and get kitted out in a
suit or smart dress. It's for those who may not have access
to what many of us may seem simple readily available things.
Once there you can also get interviews tips. I visited last week
and spoke to an amazing team behind this who say the
transformation that just a smart suit can have on a person
who has been out of work, knocked back and with low
confidence is nothing short of remarkable. It's now my job
to work in partnership with the team to speak to people and
give them an opportunity to be able to share their journey
and talk about their hopes and dreams for the future.
Features like this take time and patience but they're worth
it. A similar piece I produced last year focusing on a
remarkable group of young lads from a YMCA in Salford who
had had the toughest starts in life took over 18 months to
develop. When the features aired I had emails from the
Centre manager saying how each of the lads were walking
'a little taller' and felt amazed that anyone would be
interested in what they had to say, let alone a national BBC
radio station. That to me is a job well done. I feel privileged
to be able to do this every week.

Mike and Margaret
Bourne report that their
Bunbury bananas,
featured a few months
ago, have at last ripened.
Pictured left is their
granddaughter Rebekah,
clearly delighted to pick
them right off the tree.
The bananas are quite
small (about 4 to 5 inches)
but nice and sweet.

Bunbury banana success
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St Boniface church had the glitterball
treatment on Saturday 26 January for
the second annual Bunbury Come
Dancing evening. Six couples
performed for the audience and the
judges, all hoping to lift the coveted
glitterball trophy.
The event was organised by Gemma
McGrillis to raise funds for DKMS and
the church kitchen fund.
The couples who very kindly (and
bravely!) took part were: Aimee
Rowland and Mark Healey, Lesley and
Howard Anderson, Alex and Nick
Sanders, Derek and Melody Burrows,
Gordon Linnell and Kerry Murphy, and
Sue and Richard Hazledine. All the
couples spent weeks rehearsing dance
moves and making costumes in order
to be ready to perform in front of the
judges. The audience were entertained
by energetic Rock and Roll, a beautiful
Waltz, a cheeky cha cha cha, a fantastic

Quickstep, a saucy Salsa and a
dramatic Argentine Tango. The
dancers put in such an amazing
amount of time and effort, which paid
off, in an unforgettable night of fun
and laughter.
As well as pleasing the audience, the
couples were also out to impress the
four formidable judges: Tim 'Revel'
Hayward, Shir-laine Crotty, Amandarcy
Harris and Phil 'Bruno' Allcock, who all
played their roles to perfection.
Looking after the couples and making
sure the evening ran smoothly were
Gill Arnold and Beth Hayward, the
"hostesses with the mostess" who were
on hand to congratulate the dancers
and keep the judges in check. Gill also
started the night with a beautiful solo
dance that she choreographed herself
in memory of her mother.
The audience cast their votes that were
counted and verified and then the

winners were announced as... Gordon
and Kerry - a well deserved win for
their amazing salsa! Last year's winners
Lee and Vanessa Greenbury presented
the 2019 champions with their trophy.
Afterwards, the Easy Peelers played a
brilliant set which got the audience up
and on to the dancefloor too!
The evening was an enormous success
and raised an amazing £2537.60 to be
split between DKMS and the church
kitchen fund. Thank you so much to
everyone who came and supported
this community event.
Keeeeeeeeep Dancing!

Bunbury Comes Dancing

2019 winners Gordon Linnell and Kerry Murphy
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Live band, the Easy Peelers
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Early Birds Pre-School is busy finalising plans to
celebrate 50 years of supporting our community's
children.
At the start of the new term Early Birds supported
Trussell Trust food banks, Nantwich, who were
delighted to receive all the donations collected
during the Christmas jumper week.
Over the coming weeks children will continue to
learn about the natural world within the topic
UNDER THE SEA. Music and movement plus a
daily run also add to their fun-filled sessions at
Early Birds.

As part of Early Birds’ ongoing fundraising events,
which are open to all the community, there will be
a 2nd craft club at the Pavilion, Bunbury on
Saturday 9 March from 1pm (please see ad below).
On 16 April Jo from Cheshire Cut Flower Farm will
be hosting a lunchtime Easter Flower workshop at
the farm and then for those who are busy in the
day an evening workshop at the Pavilion.
For further details on any of the above events
please contact:
Karen Vernon-Smith 07709746778
K.wildbure@hotmail.co.uk

Early Birds pre-school

Teaching at Bunbury Primary School is always inspired by
a text and encompasses all curriculum areas so that the
children are fully immersed in the current theme. Since
starting teaching through the connected curriculum
approach, we have seen a 'Love of learning' develop in all
the children and a new engagement and excitement in
work. Each term we have a different theme for our
'connected teaching'. Currently during the spring term we
are working on a '10 Texts' project. After Easter we will be
moving towards a STEAM based project ( Science
Technology Engineering Arts and Maths) all linked to a
text titled What to do with an idea?
If there are any members of the Bunbury community who
work in a science or engineering role and would be happy
to come and talk with the children please can you contact
me on principalbunbury@rcsat.cheshire.sch.uk or
telephone the school on 01829 260524.
The Connected Curriculum is inspirational for both pupils
and teachers.  It makes learning motivational and

successful
for all
involved. At
its heart the
connected
curriculum

is skills based and knowledge supported.
Planning begins with an understanding of the key skills to
be developed and the content is selected to support
these. All the skills that are developed enable pupils to
become good communicators, problem solvers  and
encourages them to work well with others and ultimately
improve their own learning performance.

STEAM gathering at Bunbury school
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It's been another
extremely busy
month in Calveley
(although I feel I
write this every
time!).  Class 4
have completed
their business
enterprise project,
where children
were grouped into

teams Apprentice-style and had to create, design, advertise,
manufacture and then sell their products.  A superb amount
of money has been raised and all that is left is the dreaded
'Dragon's Den' interview.  As soon as that is completed, the
winning team will choose a charity to donate all the money
raised to.  The products were fantastic: we had dream
catchers, emoji biscuits, bubble bath and even smoothies!
It's also been a very busy month of sport too.  We have
participated in the Sportshall Athletics final for both Year 3/4

and 5/6 age groups, which is a phenomenal achievement for
such a small school.  Some of the schools we were
competing against had more children in a single year group
than we have in our entire school!  The children tried their
absolute best in every event and did their school proud.
Overall, Year 3/4 came 3rd and Year 5/6 came 4th.
Congratulations to all involved.
Class 2 have started their swimming lessons at Nantwich
Leisure Centre and it has been amazing to see the level of
improvement and increased confidence already.  Year 6 have
also begun their 'Water Survival' course at the same venue
and are learning lots of new real-life skills.
We are also hosting a 'Cinema Night' for pupils.  We are
transforming the hall into a movie theatre by blacking out
the windows, providing pupils with popcorn and drinks and
using our large interactive whiteboard in hall to show Wreck
It Ralph 2.  I am certain that children and parents alike will
thoroughly enjoy the event although the salted v sweet
popcorn debate will surely rumble on indefinitely!

Calveley school’s budding entrepreneurs

Over the past three years the school has tried to find different
solutions to parking problems, writes Headteacher Nic
Badger. “I am very aware that the parking is made more
problematic as staff park on the road and there are two mini
buses and a taxi at the start and end of the day. Unfortunately
our staff car park is now not fit for purpose due to higher
staffing levels.”
The safety of the children getting on an off the minibuses at
the start and end of each day is top priority and parking at the
front of the school on zig zag lines has been the only option.
This adds to congestion and is not permitted, but this action
has safeguarded children and staff members by not
endangering them from passing traffic. In the long run, a
larger staff car park on the field adjacent to the school with
enough parking to remove all staff cars/visitor cars from the
road side would remove approximately 20 cars from the
roadside, allowing more suitable parking for parents.  Quotes
and procedures for this project are being explored; support
from the parish council is needed.
The school is also working on Mode Shift Stars accreditation
with local resident Mr Lomax. Modeshift STARS is the national
awards scheme that recognises schools that have shown
excellence in supporting cycling, walking and other forms of
sustainable travel. The scheme was launched in September
2012 to support the creation of School Travel Plans and
reward schools over three levels (Bronze, Silver and Gold) for
achieving modal shift to sustainable modes of travel. STARS is

now recognised as the National School Travel Awards
scheme.
A more immediate solution to aid the congestion is to move
the stopping place for the minibuses further up the road to
the highlighted section in the photo. By doing this the
children
will still be
able to
alight the
bus safely
and the
bus will
not be
parking
illegally.
This will
have an
impact on parking as this reserved area, will be solely for the
use of school buses or taxis. Cones will be set out to mark the
area; please support the school by not parking in this area.
PCSO Sharon Jones has endorsed this school bus zone.
There are a number of other initiatives which are being
pursued.
If anyone has suggestions to help with the traffic and parking
please contact the school.  The school will continue to work
closely with parents, residents, Cheshire East Highways, police
and our Junior Road Safety Officers to find a solution for all.

Bunbury school tackles parking challenges
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I grew up in Kelsall, Cheshire where I
attended the local primary before
moving to Tarporley High School in
1989, believe it or not there are still two
members of staff who taught me still
teaching there!  Not wanting to travel
far, in the late 90s I attended University
College Chester, where I trained to be a
primary school teacher, which I had
wanted to do since the age of five! I am
now headteacher at Bunbury School
and am married to Kelvin and have
three children.
I'd like to say that in my spare time I
have a number of hobbies but with my
three children, Lucy, Emily and Joseph
and a full time job I honestly really
don't have any - I'm sure that will
change one day.
If you had a motto what would it be?
'If you believe in yourself anything is
possible' - something I have had to
recite many times since taking on the
role of headteacher at Bunbury school
in 2016.
It's a celebrity beer call who would
you invite?
To be honest there are a number of
people I would invite - however I think
Hugh Jackman would have to win every
time.
What would you call your
autobiography?
Have a go - you might just enjoy it!
What was your first job?
My first job was working at our local
Mace grocery shop, which was owned
by my husband's family. For the 3 years
I worked there you could say that Kelvin
was my boss - oh how times have
changed since we were married!
What would you change about
Bunbury if you could?
Parking outside school!

What is the best book you have read
to date?
I can recommend many children's
books but not many adult novels at the
moment!

What is your biggest regret?
I can honestly say that I have no regrets
in life at present.
If you were granted one wish, what
would it be?
I know it sounds corny, but I wish for
good health and happiness for all my
family and friends.
What is one thing people would be
surprised to learn about you?
I used to be a ballet dancer and even
went onto point shoes - however I soon
stopped after this as it hurt my feet too
much!
What would you like to achieve most
over the next 12 months?
To continue to do the best that I can to
make Bunbury a successful school and
also solve the parking problem!
What is your favourite place and
why?
My favourite place is Anglesey as I
spent a lot of time there with my family
especially my gran whom I was very

close to. I now regularly go back with
my own family and visit the same places
bringing back very happy memories of
family time.
How would you spend your ideal
weekend?
My ideal weekend is spending time with
my husband and three children away
from emails and home on a beach on
Anglesey. After such busy weeks I
always look forward to just being with
my family. Despite the fact that I love
my job my number one role is as a wife
and mum and weekends away with my
family always make me realise what's
important in life.
I can't believe I've been at Bunbury
School for eight years now; it has flown
by and a lot has changed. However,
despite always stating that I was never
going to be a head teacher I believe I
have the best job in the world and
there isn't a day when I don't enjoy
what I do. I am incredibly proud of what
we as a team have done at Bunbury
School.  I have worked with a number
of dedicated staff both present and
those who have left and I know that
Bunbury School would not be where it
is today without them.

Give us 2 minutes…

Nic
Badger
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Bunbury Mill opens at the end of March.  Our regular
Sunday openings are suspended during the winter - partly
in response to demand, but mainly so that the volunteer
team can work on the many aspects of maintenance and
restoration that are required to preserve our unique
heritage.  Among the many tasks completed, the massive
bearings have been cleaned and re-greased, improvements
have been made to the lighting and the stair handrails, and
the wooden cogs have been inspected for wear and
security.  In the grounds, trees have been pruned and
damaged fencing has been repaired.
On 11 April there will be a pyrography Harry Potter wand

making day
suitable from 6 to
7 years onwards.
Contact
judithgray@hotm
ail.com.  The
watermill can be
opened for
private group
tours and the
visitors centre can

be hired for private
use e.g. parties etc.
There is a website
www.bunburymill.
com
The Watermill Café
will be open every
Sunday and Bank
Holiday Monday
between 1-5pm until
the clocks go back in
October.  Call in to
sample our wide selection of freshly baked cakes, scones
and sandwiches, including vegan and gluten free options.
Or why not pre-book an afternoon tea with us, the perfect
treat for Mother's Day. Afternoon tea is £10pp for the
standard, or £14pp for the deluxe selection. Please see our
social media for details and email
susi.waddington@btinternet.com for a reservation, (booking
is essential). Follow your visit to the cafe with a tour of the
grade II listed mill, which should not be missed, and stop off
at the mill pond to feed the ducks, for a fantastic day out
for all the family. Please note we are cash only.

The Watermill Café
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March is a month rich in
Saints; St David of Wales;
Chad of Lichfield, then St.
Patrick of Ireland.
A cult figure in the USA, the
fountains of Chicago run
green and the streets throng
with Guinness drinkers and
leprechauns.
A Roman Briton, he was
captured as a slave, and sent
to Ireland to herd sheep, he
later escaped, but returned to
convert the Irish to
Christianity.
Legend says that Patrick
banished snakes from Ireland;
and he attempted to explain
the Trinity using the three
part leaf of the shamrock to
show God as Three in One.
His Saint's day is held to be
the first day of spring, for

planting the
potatoes and
if Patrick
"turns the
stone"
possibly his

tombstone, to the warm side,
there will be a good summer.
That great prayer, St. Patrick's
Breastplate, is attributed to
him. Here is a modern
translation of part of it.
I arise today
In power and might.
I call upon the Trinity
With faith in the threeness
And trust in the oneness
Of the great world's Maker.
Christ be with me,
Christ within me,
Christ in my headway,
Christ in my wake,
Christ alow and Christ aloft,
Christ at my right hand,
Christ on my left,
Christ with me waking,
Walking and sleeping.
Christ in every heart thinks on
me,
Christ in every tongue speaks
to me,
Christ in every eye beholding,
Christ in every listening ear.
Attributed to St. Patrick (c
390 -460)

Pat Ellis - Reader Emeritus

Turning the Stone
6 March sees the start of the
season of Lent in the church's
calendar.  Lent is a curious title
to give to a season of 40 days
which precedes and prepares
us for the most important
celebration of the Christian
year, namely Easter.
If you consult a dictionary you
will find that 'lent' is the past
participle of the verb 'lend' and
to 'lend' somebody something
carries an implicit
understanding that it, or its
equivalent, shall be returned.
That being the case, why did
the Church Fathers, when the
practice of observing a 40 day
period of fasting in preparation
for Easter was introduced in
about AD 325, settle on calling
it 'Lent'?
None of the many books on
my shelves provides a pat
answer to that question, but it
seems to me that it was an
inspired choice, because Lent
does offer us all a chance to
lend something of ourselves to
God.

Lent is traditionally a time of
denial; alcohol, chocolate,
cakes, biscuits and sweets are
the usual casualties of the
season and I would not want
to suggest that the sacrifice
associated with giving up your
particular favourite is not
worthwhile, it is, but there is
another way.
Why not try setting aside some
time each day just to be with
God in whichever way suits
you.  This might be being still
in a favourite chair, walking in
a favourite place, or looking at
a favourite picture.
And the outcome?  Well that I
cannot predict.  But it might be
that by 'lending' God some of
your precious time he will
return the loan with interest,
perhaps in the form of a better
understanding of what the
Christian message has to say
to each one of us or with a
feeling of being more at peace
with the world.
Why not try it?

Mike Rogers writes…

Just a past participle?

A few years ago, Wing Commander Smyth
and I were lucky enough to go to Malta for a
short break.  It was a few weeks before
Easter, and we found the Maltese baked
these delicious lenten biscuits.  The name
kwarezimal refers to quaresima, the forty
days of Lent.  Since they contain no animal
protein, eggs, or dairy products they are
suitable for vegans and should be drizzled
with honey and topped with flaked almonds
whilst still hot after cooking.
Mix all the main ingredients in a bowl and bind with some milk, kneading gently to
form a stiff smooth dough. Dust slightly with the flour and allow to rest for 15 minutes.
On a lightly floured board, gently roll out the pastry to 1 cm thick and 15 cm wide. Cut
oblongs approximately 2cms x 8 cm in and place on a lightly floured baking sheet.
Allow to sit for a few hours before baking.
Bake in a preheated oven at 180°C for 25 minutes.
Remove from oven and allow to cool slightly. Brush with honey and sprinkle with the
almonds to serve.

300 g plain flour
3 tsp baking powder
½ tsp bicarbonate of soda
300 g ground almonds
1 tbsp olive oil
150 g brown sugar
2 tbsp cocoa powder
2 tsp mixed spice
1 tsp ground cinnamon
½ tsp ground cloves
grated zest and juice of 1 lemon
grated zest and juice of 1 orange
2 tbsp honey
2 tbs brandy or whisky
After cooking
2 tbsp honey
2 tbsp chopped or flaked roasted
almonds

Ingredients

Celia Smyth: Kwarezimal biscuits - a biscuit for Lent
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50 years ago, a small band of residents reintroduced the
traditional village wakes to Bunbury in a new guise of Village
Day.  This year the "Summer of 69" returns as Village Day
celebrates its golden anniversary on Saturday 22 June.
A display will illustrate the event history from 1969 to 2019 so
let us know if you have photographs, artefacts, props, cine
or video of Bunbury Village Day or a certificate or medal
from the fancy dress, sports or tug of war competitions, a
ticket or programme. Perhaps you were the Rose Queen or
in the retinue and still have your dress. Do you have a
veteran or vintage car? We are also trying to trace previous
Rose Queens, Rose Queen attendants and committee members. You would form part of the events living
history so please contact us at contact@bunbury.info. Further information at www.bunburyvillage.info

Bunbury Village Day celebrates 50 years

March prayers
We continue to pray for Hazel Wilkinson, Pam Hardy, Jean
Wood and Eric Wallington. We also pray for all who are
mourning a loved one, especially the families and friends of
John Lightfoot, Jack Lawrence and Edward Hopley.

Eight Cllrs and 15 parishioners attended the February meeting.
A lively discussion of planning and highways issues took place.
Measures to make School Lane safer at school times were
discussed; the council agreed to help the school put these in
place.  Local elections will be taking place in May. Look out for
notices on the website and the Village Hall notice board.
And so Bunbarians, enjoy the spring and the daffodils

Leila Potter, Bunbury Parish Council Local Press Officer

Parish Council pursuitsChurch diary for March

Sunday 3
March

8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Family Communion &
Sunday School
10.30am Family Worship
11.00am Holy Communion

St Boniface
St Jude’s

St Boniface
Calveley

Wednesday 6
March 10.00am Holy Communion St Boniface

Sunday 10
March

9.30am Holy Communion
10.30am Family Communion

St Jude’s
St Boniface

Wednesday
13 March 10.00am Holy Communion St Boniface

Sunday 17
March

8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Family Worship
10.00am Third Sunday Brunch
11.00am Matins
6.00pm Evensong

St Boniface
St Jude’s
St Boniface
Calveley
St Boniface

Wednesday
20 March 10.00am Holy Communion St Boniface

Sunday 24
March

9.30am Holy Communion
10.30am Holy Communion

St Jude’s
St Boniface

Wednesday
27 March 10.00am Holy Communion St Boniface

Sunday 31
March
Mothering
Sunday

9.30am Holy Communion
10.30am Holy Communion with
Methodists

St Jude’s
St Boniface

Wednesday 3
April 10.00am Holy Communion St Boniface

Sunday 7
April

8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Family Communion &
Sunday School
10.30am Family Worship
11.00am Holy Communion

St Boniface
St Jude’s

St Boniface
Calveley



Do your thoughts immediately drift to images of a giant-
sized whale and get stuck somewhere at the bottom of
the ocean? Come and join the journey through this
fascinating, challenging, funny and uplifting book on
Sunday evenings during Lent.
Jewish congregations hear a reading of the entire book of
Jonah every year at the start of Yom Kippur, the Day of
Atonement. Rather than simply being a little story for
children, it is shared as a tale, which offers many insights
into human nature, God's love and compassion, and a
chance to hold a mirror up to our own preconceptions.
These meditations on Jonah give us the opportunity to
explore how this minor prophet can engage with us today.
10 March: Wot? No Whale? An Introduction to the Book of
Jonah (Jonah 1: 1-3)
17 March: (Evensong) Jonah and the Sailors - The First
Conversion Experience (Jonah 1: 4-17)
24 March: From the Belly of the Big Fish (Jonah 2:1 - 3:5)
31 March: No meeting
7 April: A Merciful God - A Sweet and Sour Story (Jonah
3:6 - 4:1)
15 April: God Speaks - To Whom? (Jonah 4)
Take some time out from 6pm Sunday evenings during
Lent to adventure with this wonderful book. We will
conclude our meditations with the service of Compline,
except on 17 March, when we have Evensong.

Lent Meditations 2019: The Book
of Jonah - Wot? No Whale?

Although known by many local people as 'Wardle Airfield', as
it was located so close to that village, the airfield was officially
called RAF Calveley. Built on a site bordered by the Shropshire
Union Canal and the A51 trunk road, construction commenced
in 1941 and because it was to be used by twin-engine fighter
aircraft types, it was furnished with three concrete runways
and a perimeter track, but with only a few aircraft dispersal
points. Aircraft firing butts were also provided and several
living areas were sited towards the village of Wardle, which
could accommodate over 1400 personnel.
It was planned as a night fighter base for the defence of the
cities of the industrial North West), but by the time it was
completed, there had been a change of planning and RAF
Calveley was relegated to serve as a flying training station.
Between 1942 and 1944 Wardle Airfield provided advanced
training instruction to recently qualified pilots who were
destined for fighter squadrons. Sadly there are a number of
recorded flying accidents and fatalities, including pilot P/O
Jefford whose Hurricane crashed into the roof of a nearby
house on 29 May 1945. The war was coming to a close, activity

had already started to decline, and only two days after the
fatal crash all flying at RAF Calveley ceased 31 May 1945.
For the next ten years after the war it served as a sub-site to
the aircraft maintenance unit at Harwarden, who used it for
storage purposes. In 1959 the Air Ministry finally sold off the
site and today it is farmland and part of an industrial estate.
During RAF Calveleys brief history Calveley Chapel and St
Boniface were the centres of worship for many of the RAF
community and there are a number baptisms recorded in the
Calveley Chapel Baptism Register relating to RAF families.
The links with Calveley Chapel and Bunbury Church can be
seen in the following extract from the Bunbury Parish
Magazine.
"November 1942: Calveley aerodrome - I (the Vicar) have been
approached by the aerodrome Commander with a request for
a list of families or individuals who are prepared to offer
occasional hospitality to say, one or two airmen, during
off-duty hours. The need is urgent and I would be very grateful
if those who are still prepared to assist will let me know so that
I can submit names and addresses to the officer concerned."

All our yesterdays: Hurricanes over Calveley!

Starting Sunday 10 March at 6pm
John Frederick Lawrence, or Jack as many of you will have known
him, was born 26 March 1925, eldest of four siblings to Frank and
Elsie. Home was in Hoofield, just a couple of doors away from what
is now the world famous 50p shop! Living on a small holding, work
in the area was predominantly farming and dad spent his early years
working on the farm at Hoofield Hall. With his occupation as a farm
hand, he was exempt from service in WWII, but joined the local Home
Guard. On accepting an invitation for a whist evening at Alf Dones,
he met the love of his life, Edith Ashley, our mum. They were married
in May 1948 and moved into the newly built Church Row in Bunbury.
David was born in May 1949. Mandy and Richard were the next to
arrive on the scene. A lull of eight years followed before Andrew
made an appearance in 1962. Dad's occupation in those early years
was as a driver for United Dairies based in Calveley, collecting milk
from the local farms. Driving played a large part of Dad's working
life. After the dairy closed in the 60s he had a few driving jobs, one
of which was with the road surfacing company Phillip Harris based
in Beeston. One of my early memories was going with him to take
tarmac to the new M56. I loved those mornings getting up to go
with him to work.
One of Dad's main priorities was to take us on holiday. We never
travelled too far afield, but they were good times and hold great
memories. Dad's other great love was sport, football in particular.
He would watch Chester play when he could, but enjoyed Manchester
United in later years. Mum and dad moved from Church Row in 1992
to the bungalows on Hurst Court, as mum's health was fading. When
mum passed away in 1998, dad coped pretty well. Living by a public
footpath, a steady stream of dog walkers passed by his window and
most waved or stopped for a chat, making his day. A very caring and
generous man, thanks a lot Dad; you will be greatly missed by us all.

Andy Lawrence pays tribute to dad, Jack
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Tributes

at your SERVICE… If you would like to advertise your business with us and ‘talk’ directly
to our 3,500 regular readers, please email: parishlinkads@gmail.com

●Kitchens
●Bathrooms
●Bedrooms
●Windows

& Doors

For your home improvements requiring that extra care and
attention to detail
Personal and friendly service and quality of workmanship
assured
Reputation built on 30 years plus working in the local area
Design to completion “worry free” package
Supply and fit or fitting only
Whatever your requirements give me a call:

Paul T 01829 458954 M 07970 439975
E paulkickdrum@gmail.com

Born in Upton, Chester, John was a twin but sadly his twin sister died
of TB aged one. He grew up with his older brother, Alan and younger
sister, Leila.  Their father was a grocer and ran a successful business with
three shops.  He was one of the first members of Upton Golf Club at
the age of seven and having a natural swing he progressed in later years
to a very respectable handicap of 3. After his education at Hampton
House and King's School John helped his father in the business until he
was called up. John first served in the Army before being transferred to
the Royal Navy, as a signalman.  Sailing out via Panama to Australia he
joined a crew aboard an oil tanker whose task was to refuel the Eastern
Fleet. Returning home John turned to his love of photography, working
initially for Will R Rose where he met his future business partner.
Subsequently they set up a business specialising in industrial and
commercial photography.  John retired in 1985, but his love of
photography remained a lifelong passion and his day was complete if
he got a shot of a rare bird on the feeding station in the garden of his
home at Tiverton. John married Betty in 1961 and they were blessed
with 57 years of marriage. Gardening was a shared hobby and both
family and friends enjoyed their warm hospitality, served with the fruits
of their labour.  In retirement John and Betty began caravanning, and
spent the next 20 years visiting their favourite destinations such as
Scotland. In later life the love and support of family, friends, neighbours
and carers made it possible for John to be cared for at home, the place
he had always loved the most.  John will be sadly missed by Betty and
the family, but his warmth and generosity will live on in their memories.

John Lightfoot

Marjorie was born at Park House, Coton near Wem, the first child
for William and Christina.
Just before turning five Marjorie's family moved to Wood Farm,
Ledsham on the Wirral where they farmed for the next 31 years.
Life revolved around the farm.  One job Marjorie dreaded was,
every morning and evening, standing in the middle of
Birkenhead/Queensferry road, holding a red flag to stop the traffic
whilst her father moved the cattle for milking. She trained as a
shorthand typist and then at the outbreak of WW2 she was posted
to Capenhurst Royal Ordnance factory for three years.  During
the latter part of the war she met a tall, handsome sergeant in the
Royal Artillery whose unit was based at Arrowe Park, Birkenhead.
Love blossomed and Oliver and Marjorie were married in 1947.
In 1957 the family which now included two sons, Barry and Philip,
moved to Gosland House, Bunbury.  Family life was busy as two
years later the family moved to cottages on Bunbury Heath which
Oliver renovated throughout.  In 1964 the family moved to
Sycamore Cottage, which was their family home for the next 26
years. Marjorie embraced village life and her role as grandmother
brought her great joy. In 1990 Oliver and Marjorie moved to Wem
but sadly Oliver died suddenly in 1991.  Having made many new
friends Marjorie stayed in Wem and continued to support the
local church and its activities. Marjorie practised her faith in
practical ways and many lives were enriched by her kindness and
encouragement. She will be sadly missed by her family and friends.

Marjorie Lillian Cook

28 April 1922–11 January 2019 29 March 1925 –13 January 2019
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If you would like to advertise your business with us and ‘talk’ directly to our 3,500 regular readers, please email parishlinkads@gmail.com
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Bathrooms
and

Tiles

by
Pebbles

Tel: 01829 261319
Unit 3, Botterley Court, Nantwich Road,

Calveley, Nantwich CW6 9GT
Opposite Countrywide

Come & visit our impressive showroom
with over 70 settings on display.

We offer a free measuring, advice &
quotation service.



If you would like to advertise your business with us and ‘talk’ directly to our 3,500 regular readers, please email parishlinkads@gmail.com

● CV updating to highlight your
aptitudes, skills and experience

● Mentoring to guide your job
search and applications after a
career break

● Coaching to build your interview
confidence

E l u c i d a t e  C o a c h i n g
Communicate Confidently and Effectively

Nicola Elsegood BA MBA
07890 464 137        elucidateuk@gmail.com

Applying for work?
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Martin C Cook
(Doctor of Musical Arts)

MA, GRSM. ARNCM

Piano Lessons (beginners to advanced)
Tuition also available in Voice,

Theory and Conducting

Location: Bunbury
Tel: 01829 262443 Mobile: 07967 710004

choralcook@gmail.com

burrows.ecpd@gmail.com
Tel: 07860 654762

£40 colour,
cut and
finish for
new clients

Piano tuning, repairs
& restoration

Andrew Dean
(Dip. NTC, CGLI, AVCM)

01829 261222
07713 321117

andrew@pianodean.co.uk

Johnson
Building
Contractors Ltd

General builders,
maintenance and
property repairs.

If you would like to advertise your business with us and ‘talk’ directly to our 3,500 regular readers, please email parishlinkads@gmail.com
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