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Searching for a fundraising 
idea, the Target 1250 
committee were delighted to 
hear from member Sue 
Briggs that her old friend 
Martin Bell would come and 
speak at St Boniface – and 
for free! For many who 
watched the BBC News 
during the seventies and 
eighties, Martin Bell remains 
one of the authoritative 
voices of BBC journalism and 
it was an exciting prospect to 
welcome him to Bunbury. 

The event did not disappoint. 
Instantly recognisable in his 
‘lucky’ white suit, Martin Bell 
treated his audience to a 
fast-paced and wide-ranging 
analysis of ‘the state of the 
nation’ – from modern 
government attitudes to 
military conflict to political 
‘sleaze’, which he took a 

personal stand against in 
the famous Tatton by-
election in1997.  

Martin Bell speaks from 
experience. Over his thirty 
years with the BBC he 
reported from 80 countries 
and covered 11 conflicts. 
He made his name in 
Vietnam in the 60s and 
covered wars in the Middle 
East, Nigeria, Angola, 
Rwanda and numerous 
assignments in Northern 
Ireland. He was awarded 
an OBE in 1992 and now 
acts as an ambassador for 
UNICEF and as an outspoken 
critic of the state of 
journalism today. 

His listeners were 
unanimous in their praise: “It 
was refreshing to know there 
are still people around in 
public life with integrity and 

honesty” “I could have 
listened to him for a week!” 
It was a shame that more 
local people didn’t take 
advantage of this unique 
opportunity to hear such a 
well-informed, intelligent, 
entertaining and thought-
provoking speaker. 

Martin Bell was kind enough 
to bring and donate a 
number of copies of his book 
‘The Truth that Sticks’, 
bringing the total raised for 
Target 1250 to £1600. Many 
thanks to the Pheasant Inn 
at Burwardsley for 
sponsoring the evening. 

Bunbury’s Sue Briggs with old friend Martin Bell 

Martin Bell: truly 
inspiring evening 

It was a calm, sunny day in mid 
August. The village was quiet. 
Suddenly two fire engines rushed 
down School Lane: the cricket pavilion 
was on fire! As the news spread, 
people flocked to the cricket field to 
see smoke pouring from the wooden 
building. The fire was soon out but the 
damage was extensive. The bar had 
suffered worst, with fridges melting in 
the blaze, but smoke damage 
throughout has left the club’s insurers 
with a £30,000 bill. Fortunately club 
members rallied round, putting up 
marquees as a temporary pavilion. 

Police discovered evidence of a break-
in and arson, as a well as DNA 
evidence. 

A very warm welcome to Alyson 
Thacker, Bunbury School’s new 
headteacher.  

Asked for her first 
impressions of her new 
school, Mrs Thacker is 
enthusiastic: ‘Bunbury is a 
lovely school with a very 
warm and welcoming 
ethos. I have been made 
to feel very welcome by 
staff, children, governors 
and parents. It is a very 
happy school.’ 

Alyson is married and the mother of 
two sons – Tom, aged 22 and at 
university, and Sam, 13, at Bishop 
Bluecoat in Chester. When she has 

time Alyson enjoys learning French and 
playing golf, but the old cottage where 
she lives, and its large garden, also 

take up plenty of her spare 
time. The family recently 
bought a property in 
France, but at the moment 
it is still a renovation 
project and they spent the 
summer holiday stripping 
wallpaper. 

Alyson is enjoying getting to 
know all her pupils at 
Bunbury (our spies tell us 

she has already learned the names of 
everyone in Y5 and Y6) and is looking 
forward to her first visit to 
Haberdashers’ Hall with years 5 and 6 
in October. 

Introducing our new head Pavilion arson 
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Community news 

Church news 

This month please pray especially for 
Bill Cornes and Suzanne Swan and 
the families of Rob Williams,  
Dave Brewin, Mike Loftus and  
Arnold Williams 

The November edition of the 
magazine will be available in St. 
Boniface from Saturday 25th October. 

Congratulations to two sets of brand 
new grandparents. Firstly to Guy and 
Carolyn Johnson whose daughter 
Helena gave birth to Emily Olivia on 
7th September, in Sydney, Australia. 
(Bon voyage to the proud granny as 
she flies there to meet her new grand-
daughter, below).  

And also to Hilary and Mike Watson of 
Peckforton whose daughter Jennifer 
gave birth the same day to Maxwell 
Jasper. By coincidence, both Helena 
and husband Evan, and Jennifer and 
husband Oliver were married at St. 
Boniface on the same weekend.  

Welcome to the following children who 
have recently been baptised:  

Gabriella Sophie, daughter of Glen 
and Ruth Crowland and grand-
daughter of Teri and Rob Williams 
(formerly of School Lane, Bunbury) and 
Joshua Darryl Wilson, son of 
Christopher and Katy Bibby of 
Biddulph, and grandson of Darryl 
Bibby of Bunbury both on 27th July; 
Harriet Rose, daughter of Andrew and 
Katie Bentley of Quarry Bank, 
Peckforton on 17th August; Miles 
Morgan Larsen and Isabella Mollie, 
children of Michael and Sally Stene of 
Vicarage Lane, Bunbury on 24th 
August; Evie Alice, daughter of Robin 
and Laura Hothersall of Long Lane, 
Haughton on 31st August; Isabel 
Irene, daughter of Simon and Julie 
Wilson of Basford on 31st August. 

The following couples have recently 
married at St. Boniface:  
Martin Rolt and Jenny Armstrong on 
25th July; John Rochford and 

Target 1250 will be running the 
popular Tree of Lights again. If you 
would like to sponsor a light to 
celebrate a significant event this year 
please look out for a form in church or 
in next month’s magazine. 

Rebecca Luty on 8th August; William 
Essex and Katie Roberts on 16th 
August; Louise Nash and Garry Lomax 
on 17th August (photo below); 

Glen Nunkoo and Michelle Birchin on 
5th September, Gary Smith and Amy 
Ridgeway on 6th September; and 
Lee Wood and Victoria Ball on 13th 
September (photo below) 

Congratulations to Bunbury’s Bob 
Capes and Jenny Roberts, married at 
Birkenhead School Chapel on 
September 20th. We heard your stag 
night was memorable, Bob! 

Our sympathies to Peter Crump on 
the recent death of his father, and to 
the families of Mike Loftus and 
Arnold Williams who have both 
recently died. 

Congratulations to Henry Johnson, 21. 

Happy Birthday Liz Mulcahy, 29 again.  

Peter Crump is 60 this month. (Is that 
all?) 

All the best to all those young people 
starting university and other courses 
this month. 

We hear from her mum Jill that Carly 
Grant is on a 3-month work placement 
at Vogue in New York: we expect to get 
an insider’s report in a future Link.  

Jo and Micky McLaughlan are 
preparing for a 5-week placement in 
Peru with special needs children 
before hitting the Inca Trail for some 
sight-seeing.  

Thanks are due to Bunbury WI for 

replacing our dilapidated village sign. 
The new one has been painted by 
Peter Willis. 

We hear from pilot Rob Sissons that 
he was held up in Cuba as Hurricane 
Ike passed very close to his hotel 
complex. Guests were urged to take 
shelter in their bathrooms: a case of 
the ‘Cuban Bathroom Crisis’? 

Frank Woodward, who started his first 
choir when the organist at Calveley 52 
years ago, is finally bowing out with a 
farewell concert at St. Andrew’s 
Church, Crewe (see back page). Frank 
founded both the Bunbury Singers and 
the Wistaston Singers and over the 
years has organised countless 
concerts. His final concert is in aid of 
MS research, a cause dear to his 
heart, as his late wife Doreen suffered 
from this disease for thirty years.  

St. Luke’s Hospice invite you to the 
hilarious ‘3 men in a bowtie’ in 
Spurstow on Sunday 5th October, 
tickets from 01606 555688, and also 
to an exclusive shopping event at 
Cholmondeley Castle on 7th 
November. Entry by ticket only, £5 
from St. Luke’s on the same number. 

Well done to the Fairweathers who 
raised £390 at an afternoon tea party 
in aid of MacMillan Cancer Research 
on August 29th. 

Bunbury Good Companions’ next 
production is the farcical comedy 
“There goes the bride” on 6th, 7th 
and 8th November at the Village Hall. 
All tickets are £7 (no food) and will be 
available from October 6th from Chris 
Green 261671 and Jo Perry 260500. 

Don’t miss the Village Day AGM on 
2nd October, 7.30pm at the Pavilion 
where plans for the event’s Ruby 
Anniversary will be discussed. 
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I received my script this week for the 
Young Christians Christmas pantomime 
(Dick Whittington, 27th-29th November): 
another chance to shine in case anyone 
is talent-spotting from the West End, or 
Strictly Come Dancing…..or the X 
Factor! But as I sit and wonder which 
lines to learn, I’m struck by the close 
parallel the pantomime has with our 
daily lives.  

Once again you’ll be there (I hope) 
trying to draw my attention to some 
nasty character behind me, while I 
pretend not to know they are there: 
“He’s behind you!”  

So much like our own lives, where it’s 
much easier to be selfish and just do 
the things that we want to do, while 
ignoring something behind us that 
some call conscience, and others call 
the influence of Jesus. So often we do 
know he’s right behind us, but it’s much 
easier to ignore Him; we know best! And 
so we start arguing, with each other, or 
even with ourselves…”Oh yes he is, oh 
no he isn’t”. It’s then I remember that 

there is no doubt in my mind that He is 
always here with me, and that He 
knows best! 

And so my poor old pantomime dame 
will continue to get it wrong, will elicit 
your sympathy, and will come out of it 
all with a happy (if unexpected) 
conclusion that will send you home with 
a smile on your face. We all get things 
wrong in this life of ours, we all need 
support and sympathy when we fail, 
and we all need to forgive and be 
forgiven. By a sweep of the pen, our 
playwright, Tom Crotty, can make sure 
that everything turns out fine in the 
pantomime but in real life it takes a 
little more effort. 

So who will be the busiest person while 
I’m on stage? – the Prompt I expect 
(Somehow I have got the reputation for 
not following the script to the very last 
letter.) No different to life, then! I’ve got 
that script, bound in a big black book 
with gold lettering on the front; but I 
suspect that I’m not alone in not being 
either willing or able to follow the 

biblical script to the exact letter.  

As each year passes it gets harder and 
harder to learn the words for my stage 
role and to remember when to say 
them. Words that might make you laugh 
or cry, but words that are vital to the 
whole sense of the pantomime. 
Different no doubt to the words we will 
all use this week, this month, this year. 
Words of encouragement, support, 
forgiveness, guidance and love! Words 
which we are sometimes reluctant to 
say, but words which bring purpose and 
meaning to why we are here, why we 
are who we are, and words which will 
make our lives and the lives of those 
around us that much more important 
and meaningful because we said them. 

Ah well, back to the script…..” Hello 
everyone, my name’s Sarah and 
I’m……..”– you’ll have to come in 
November to find out the rest!  Enjoy 
the show…..and good luck with your 
own personal script. 

Mike Ridley 

“He’s behind you!” 

On September 12th twenty-two 
Explorers and seven Leaders headed 
to Queen Charlotte's Wood, Frodsham, 
for our annual camp. Camp fire and 
wide games on Friday evening were 
followed by a day of water- based 
activities on Saturday as the Explorers 
tried their hand at white water rafting 
and gorge walking. With the river Dee 
the highest it's been all summer, the 
rapids were challenging, not least for 

Emma Bruce who came down the river 
underneath her boat! Not content with 
merely getting wet on the rafts, 
everyone jumped in and floated down 
the rapids as well. 

After a challenging, wet, but fun day, 
camp fire was a welcome sight. 
Explorers settled down for an evening 
playing games around the fire, finishing 
off with charades and leader Nigel 
Bruce doing a perfect back flip out of 

his chair! 

Sunday morning and a orienteering 
course around Frodsham led to lunch 
and then striking camp at around 3pm. 
Our fifth camp and would you believe 
our first dry one! 

Duke of Edinburgh 
Fourteen Explorers completed their 
Silver DofE expeditions at the start of 
the summer and then another twelve 
successfuly completed their Gold 
expedition in early September. It 
involved four days of hiking, a total of 
60 miles across the Welsh hills 
carrying tents and all their kit. It was a 
great challenge for the group (Rose 
Everton, Emma Waddington, Holly 
French, Andy Barrie, Ashok 
Sakhardande, Hannah Munro, Emily 
Dyer, Hannah Dyer, Rosie Quinn, 
Emma Bruce, Jack Warburton and Will 
Wheatland), but they were all up for it. 
Arriving home on Sunday evening at 
nearly 11pm all were shattered, had 
blisters the size of pancakes, but were 
incredibly and justifiably proud of all 
they had done.  

In total more than 25 Explorers have 
now completed their Bronze DofE, 34 
Silver and 22 Gold. Well done to all of 
them.  

Neil Dyer 

Explorers’ busy summer 
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Johnny Gillett has recently taken up the 
leadership of the Youth Theatre at the 
Royal International Pavilion in 
Llangollen, but this has made him 
wonder about drama opportunities for 
young people back in Bunbury. Some 
may remember how a few years back 
there was a Youth Theatre here in the 
village and it was very much enjoyed by 
the large number who attended. Johnny 
has therefore started a new youth 
theatre group on Tuesday evenings. It is 
currently in its experimental stages, but 
all is going well and after the October 
half-term the youth theatre will be 
divided into two classes - one for 8 - 11 
year olds and the other for 11- 14 year 
olds. As well as looking at basic 
performance skills such as 

improvisation, vocal techniques and 
mime, Johnny will be adding various 
elements from his world travels such 
as Indian dance, shadow puppetry and 
Chinese opera. The idea is to give those 
attending some great fun in discovering 
their own performance skills and as 
well as providing an eye-opening 
cultural experience. 

Following on from the tuition offered by 
Liz Kirby at Bunbury School, Johnny is 
now offering private tuition to those 
who would like to continue learning 
speech and drama. These classes will 
be held in the Tower Room at  
St. Boniface beginning after October 
half term. Students participating will be 
able to work towards Trinity, Guildhall 
or LAMDA exams if they wish. Any young 

person who is interested should ask 
their parents to get in touch with 
Johnny. Anyone taking these classes as 
well as joining the Youth Theatre will be 
given a 25% discount on the whole 
package. 

For further information call Johnny on 
260680 or email  

info@thejourneyman.org.uk 

 

Stephen was elected the Conservative 
MP for Eddisbury at the by-election in 
July 1999. He has been married to 
Gemma, a nurse, for over 20 years. He 
and Gemma have three children, 
James, Angus and Clara; Clara went to 
school in Bunbury. 

As a young boy, Stephen went to 
primary school in Chester and often 
visited Beeston Castle and the 
surrounding area. Little did Stephen 
realise that he would one day become 
the MP for the area. 

Before he was an MP he practised as a 
solicitor until 1988 when he became 
Group Company Secretary for Redland 
PLC and subsequently established his 
own international business 
consultancy.  

He is currently Shadow Minister for 
Health. Although spending a lot of his 
time in London, Stephen can often be 
seen in and around the parish, where 
he has lived since his election 7 years 
ago, first for two years near 
Cholmondeley and latterly at Haughton. 

If you had a motto, what would it be?  
“Here I am, send me”. This was my 
school motto and is a quote from 
Isaiah. It is quite fitting, given the way 
things have turned out. 

It’s a celebrity beer call. Where is it 
and who do you invite?  Sir Winston 
Churchill, for his inspiration and 
leadership; Dame Cicely Saunders, 
founder of the hospice movement, for 

her vision and compassion; and 
Vladimir Ashkenazy, whom I first heard 
in Liverpool when I was 10, and who 
sparked my passion for the piano and 
classical music. I would choose The 
Arkle at the Grosvenor Hotel in Chester 

(because I have never been), so long as 
they had a Steinway Grand for Vladimir 
to play and a supply of the best cigars 
for Churchill (although he would, of 
course, have to smoke them outside! – 
Ed) 
What would the title of your biography 
be called? “From Mtwara* to 
Eddisbury” (*my birthplace in 1957 in 
Tanganyika, now Tanzania) 

What was your first job? I had a 
summer holiday job washing and 
polishing British Leyland cars on a 
forecourt in Kendal in 1973. 

Who would you make Prime Minister?  
David Cameron – of course! 

Where did you meet your wife?  At the 
Welsh Baptist Chapel off Oxford Street 
in London.  Gemma joined the choir of 
a performance of Haydn’s ‘Creation’ 
which I conducted. 

What is your biggest regret in life?  
Never learning how to ride, or even stay 
on, a horse. 

If you could change something about 
Bunbury, what would it be? I wouldn’t! 

What is one thing about you that 
people may be surprised to learn? I 
crossed the Sahara desert in 1979 in 
an ex-WW2 truck. I was researching the 
spread of malaria, and have been 
campaigning to eliminate it ever since. 

What would you like to achieve most 
in the next 12 months? I would really 
like to stop the erosion of rural, 
community and village values by 
preventing schools, shops, post offices 
and other local services being shut. 

If you were granted one wish, what 
would it be? For all my family and 
myself to stay healthy into an active old 
age. 

And finally, where and how would you 
spend your ideal weekend? Walking 
with Gemma, our children and dogs on 
the Lake District fells, on a sunny, 
breezy day in late spring or early 
autumn, returning to a roaring log fire, 
a good meal with good red wine, and 
not having to set the alarm clock! 

Nick Sanders 

Give us two minutes - Stephen O’Brien, MP 

Drama opportunities for young people 



 
5 

Healing hands 
St. Luke, the writer of the Gospel and 
the Acts of the Apostles, was known to 
be a doctor. He possibly started life as 
a slave. 

Wealthy families liked to have their 
own in- house doctor, and would send 
a slave for medical training. 

He is remembered on 18th October. 

‘Lord Jesus, who touched the lives of 
many people, healing all manner of 
sickness, we give you thanks for all the 
advances made in medicine, which we 
sometimes take for granted. 

We thank you for the skill and 
dedication of our surgeons, physicians 
and nurses. 

Grant them wisdom, gentleness and 
patience. May they bring wholeness 
and comfort to those in their care, ever 
mindful that all healing comes from 
you.’ 

Pat Edgley 

‘When Jesus came into the district of 
Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, ‘Who do people say that the 
Son of Man is?” (St Matthew 16,13) 

Film star action heroes, such as ‘Action 
Man’, are not often thought of as deep 
thinkers. Indeed some of the actors 
who have taken such parts have even 
been marked as not being particularly 
bright – but some of them have 
surprised us by revealing hidden 
depths. 

So it would seem that thinking and 
doing can go together. In fact it’s vital 
that they do. If we don’t stop first to 
think things through fully before taking 
vigorous action, a lot of damage can so 
easily be done to ourselves, and even 
more so, to others. 

The great thinkers – the philosophers, 
the scientists, the poets and others – 
give us insights into what’s right and 
what’s possible – and then the doers 
can often put the thinkers’ ideas into 
practice. Let’s thank God for both the 
thinkers and the doers! 

The thinkers in the Bible were the 
prophets and men of wisdom, who 
sought to speak on behalf of God. 
Jesus was a prophet – known as ‘the 
prophet from Nazareth’. When he 
asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say 
that I am?’ they said that most people 

thought of him as a prophet. Maybe 
they thought that he was just fulfilling 
the same purpose in God’s plan that 
the prophets had done: to think on 
behalf of the people and to speak on 
behalf of God. To that extent, they were 
clearly right – Jesus was the greatest 
thinker there’s ever been. 

But Jesus was not only a thinker. He 
was very much also a doer. St. Peter, in 
response to Christ’s question, blurted 
out, ‘You’re the Messiah!’ Jesus was 
the Messiah, the long-expected king, 
the superman who would change 
history. He certainly did change history 
– not in the way Peter expected. Peter 
and the disciples expected Jesus 
somehow to eject the Romans from the 
Holy Land. He didn’t do that but he 
changed history for ever by confronting 
the enemy of ‘death’ head-on – by 
dying on the cross, conquering death 
and rising to life again on the third day. 

Yes, Jesus was the greatest action hero 
– the thinker and the doer. He didn’t 
just come to earth to teach a new 
philosophy: he came to earth to save 
us from the destroying power of sin and 
to reveal to us the fullness of life which 
God offers freely to those who are his 
followers and doers. 

Eric Wallington. 

Bunbury’s blistering summer drew to a 
traditional end with the Garden 
Society’s annual show at the Village 
Hall on August 25th, earlier than usual. 
Despite difficult growing conditions this 
year there was an excellent display of 
produce and flowers and Society 
secretary Alison Atkins confirmed that 
entries were up. For those of you who 
have never visited this traditional event 
- make sure you do next year! It is a riot 
of colour and a source of wonder to 
anyone without green fingers that so 
much impressive produce can be 
coaxed from the soil.  

The Garden Society continues to thrive, 
but Alison is keen to recruit younger 
members. You will find a warm 
welcome at the Society’s monthly 
meetings and lots of information and 
advice if you need it. Call Alison on 
260423 for more information.  

Garden show in fine fettle 

Holiday Club 
Katrina Holbrook writes: I was part of 
the drama team in the St. Boniface 
holiday club and thoroughly enjoyed 
our sketches and games. On the first 
day we performed a drama about 
tricking someone for your own personal 
gain. 

On the second day we thought about 
“revenge”. We had an entertaining 
piece involving bad singing auditions 
and “High School Musical” We 
organised a talent show for the 
children which was a great success.  

The final drama was about 
“forgiveness”.  

I always have a fun and meaningful 
time at Holiday Club. Not only is it 
about having a good time, it is also 
about spreading the word and love of 
Jesus. There are lots of people 
responsible for this: the other teenage 
and adult helpers, children and of 
course Johnny. Without the 
collaboration of all these people the 
Holiday Club wouldn’t be a success. So 
in conclusion a massive thank-you is to 
be awarded to all those who 
participated, and if you didn’t sign up 
make sure you do next year! 

Katrina Holbrook 

Thinkers or doers? 

Linda Baron with her prize winning 
entry of one cut flower, one 

vegetable and one fruit. 
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Beeston Fête 2008 
The Bunbury Church Fete 
has been held on the 
Beeston Castle site since 
about 1920. Many things 
have changed over the years 
(no motorcycle scrambling up 
the hill to the Castle, for 
example ) but the church still 
relies on the fete to 
contribute to its funds for the 
running of the church. No 
pressure then! 

With all our preparations in 
place the fete opened. 
Mercifully the wind had 
dropped and the number of 
visitors started to pick up. As 
people poured in we were 
kept very busy making sure 
everybody was fed and 
watered in the tea tent. 
Children ( and some adults! ) 
enjoyed the various bouncy 
castles, puppet show and ice 
creams. Grown ups showed 
themselves to be a very well 
educated bunch, stripping 
Nigel and Jane Overy’s book 

stall of a large number of 
books. The tombola stalls 
were also popular, with good 
prizes available again this 
year and the many craft 
stalls had a steady stream of 
people throughout the day. 

Over £5,000 was raised so 
thank you to all who visited 
on the day and supported the 
church. The event relies on 
people offering to help out 
both in preparations and on 
the day. I must thank all 
those who gave up their time 
to help, some very visible, 
others working hard behind 
the scenes to ensure a 
successful day. So it’s over 
for another year and but the 
fete team are already making 
plans for next year’s event. 
Roger Parr, Chairman 

Calveley news 
Instead of our Spring  Fair 
and Art Exhibition, which we 
usually hold on a very wet 
Saturday in May (we’ve only 
had one hot, sunny day since 
we started!) we decided to 
put all our efforts into A Big 
Summer Coffee Morning at 
Sue and David Woodward’s 
home at Aston juxta 
Mondrum on Saturday 13th 
June. It was a glorious 
morning, very well attended. 
People came and chatted, 
had their coffee cups refilled 
and spent generously on the 
various stalls. The reward 
was well worth the effort and 
has helped towards our 
Parish Share for Bunbury 
Church. And – we took all the 
tents down and packed 
everything up before the rain 
came! We should like to 
thank everyone who 
supported this event: without 
you all it could not have been 
such a success.  

So, what next at Calveley? 
Our services in October are 
as follows: on 5th we will be 
holding our Harvest 
Communion at 6.30pm, 
when The St. Boniface choir 
will join us and Rick will be 
leading the service and 
preaching. Then on the 19th 
October we will be holding 
our service of Family Worship 
at 11am.  

For our social and 
fundraising we are planning 
to hold a Christmas coffee 
morning on Wednesday 
December 3rd at the home of 
Kenneth and Dorothy Donald 
at Calveley. Look out for 
more details. 

Advance notice: our next 
Spring Fair and Art Exhibition 
will be held throughout the 
day on Saturday 30th May 
2009. Put the date in your 
diaries!  

Celia Kinnersley 

Yes, Operation Christmas 
Child goes into action once 
again! It’s time to locate an 
empty shoebox (or two), wrap 
it in colourful paper and fill it 
with treats for a destitute 
child somewhere in the 
world. The contents needn’t 
be expensive: secondhand 
toys, gloves, stationery, 
toiletries and sweets all go 

down well. This is likely to be 
the only present these 
children receive, not just this 
Christmas, but for their 
whole childhood.  

The filled shoeboxes will be 
collected from St Boniface 
Church and Bunbury School 
in mid-November – more 
details next month. 

For further information or to make a booking please call  
01829 770434 

The full menus can be viewed on our website www.thepheasantinn.co.uk 

A big thank you to the 
Pheasant Inn for 

agreeing so readily to 
sponsor “An evening 

with Martin Bell”.  

Find a shoe box The Smile Train 
Many thanks to all those who supported Isobel 
Munro’s appeal for small change for The Smile Train 
charity. Several kind people have delivered heavy bags 
of coins to her door, and with the coins donated at 
church and the money she and her friends raised from 
a cake stall at Bunbury School the total now stands at 
well over £200, which will pay for more than one 
complete cleft palate operation on a child in the third 
world. She is still collecting, if anyone else would like 
to rid themselves of some heavy coppers – there is a 
collecting box at the back of St. Boniface, or ring 
260487. 
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Rob Williams - many friends and no enemies 

Dave Brewin - full of surprises  
Dave was born in 1950 in Changi, 
Singapore and he spent a lot of his 
childhood moving around because his 
father was in the RAF. 

He joined the Royal Navy at the age of 
15 where he trained as a chef, and 
stayed in the service for 15 years. After 
leaving the Navy Dave worked as a 
chef, butcher and slaughterman. 

His family were originally from Maesteg 
in South Wales and Dave also lived in 
North and Mid Wales before moving to 
Bunbury in 1992, which he loved. 

Trish met Dave when she was working 
as a Sales Representative, he was 
working as Head Chef at ‘The White 
Horse Inn’ Llanfair D.C. Something 
clicked between them the minute they 
set eyes on each other, but Trish kept 
him waiting quite a few months before 
they actually went on their first date.  

They started going out together in 1990 
Three weeks later Dave booked a 
surprise weekend to Jersey. When he 
told Trish she said “I don’t know if I can 
get the time off work” and Dave said 
“Yes you can, I have rung work and 
booked you off!”.  

This was the first of many surprises. 

Dave and Trish got engaged in February 
1991 and married in July 1991 nine 
months after they first went out. 

Dave was a true 
countryman. He liked 
fishing and shooting, he 
liked wildlife and birds -
he knew every bird that 
came into the garden - 
and he adored his two 
dogs. He loved going for 
a pint to the pub or 
having a can at home, he 
loved going on holiday, 
and he and Trish had 
many holidays abroad 
and in this country. They 
also used to go camping, and loved 
having weekends away where they 
could take their dogs with them. Dave’s 
real passion was flying and he took 
flying lessons. He played the drums and 
was inter-Welsh Karate Champion.  

He made the longest Christmas Cake in 
the world in 1990 which was auctioned 
off for charity. Dave had been on 
television a few times with his cooking 

with various places he worked, and he 
went to exhibitions where he did ‘cook-
offs’ with TV chefs Brian Turner and 
Ainsley Harriot.  

More recently Dave and 
Trish ran the Beeston 
Shop Newsagents for 3 
years, at this time Dave 
was Parish Councillor for 
Tiverton and Tilstone 
Fearnall.  

Dave loved to surprise 
Trish, and the surprises 
included the gift of a 
piano, a birthday 
barbecue and a week’s 
holiday in Malta. He 
would sometimes stick 

little messages in her lunch box when 
he made her sandwiches for work. 

Dave was a kind and loving man, 
nothing was ever too much trouble for 
him, he was always willing to lend a 
helping hand. He worked hard and 
enjoyed life, he was funny and had a 
good sense of humour. He is very sadly 
missed. 

Trish Brewin 

We are sad to report the death of Rob 
Williams, long-time resident of Bunbury 
until a recent move south. 

His sister recalled his early life. ‘Rob 
was my elder brother. Other people 
provided mundane things like house, 
food and education. Rob brought fun. I 
was recently over in Liverpool with my 
grandchildren. I chose to take them 
down Old Hall Street because it was 

there that Rob went to work for 
the first time for the Liverpool 
Warehousing Company. His 
headmaster had advised my 
mother that it was a good firm 
and said he would not 
recommend everybody to them. 
She was to buy Rob a good suit, 
which she did and my father 
taught him how to hitch up the 
knees before he sat down. In due 
time he studied book-keeping 
and accountancy at night school 
and eventually became Chief 
Cashier of this large and powerful 
firm. He stayed there 47 years 
and it was where he met Teri.’ 

Teri writes, ‘Rob did lots of things 
in his quiet way. He ran cubs for many 
years, rushing to get home from work in 
Liverpool. He also audited the books for 
many village organisations for more 
years than I care to remember. This 
time of year reminds me of the Fete 
where he was treasurer until last year -
at times he battled through ill-health to 
be there. He was sorry he had been 
unable to attend Ruth’s little boy’s 

baptism as he was in hospital, but he 
was determined I should attend 
Gabriella’s (July 27th) in Bunbury, even 
though he was dying. He died the next 
day.’ 

Rob’s son David recalls his father: ‘My 
dad always seemed to have time for 
everyone. Much of this was due to all 
the support he had from my mum of 
course – they made a great team. He 
rarely seemed to have much of a 
concept of time, which I recognise as a 
wonderful gift in today’s society. He 
would play board games and watch 
terrible children’s programmes with his 
grandchildren without complaint, all the 
time being served with endless cups of 
imaginary tea from various tea-sets. 
Some people do a lot of talking. My dad 
did a lot of listening – he had to in our 
house! He spent a lot of his time 
helping people - through cubs and 
church in particular - and didn’t ask for 
anything in return. He was always fair, 
loving, honest, kind, courteous, caring 
and supportive. He is a hard act to 
follow.’ 
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Barking mad 
Professional dog grooming 
 
Sandra Stowell 
Station House, 
Calveley Nr Tarporley 
Tel: 01829 261644 

Howard Anderson 
For all your painting and  
decorating needs 

01829 260450 
07968 901167 

Bunbury Property Maintenance 

Paul Griffiths 

01829 260975 
07814 403479 

paulgriff15@msn.com 

For all your 
electrical and 
building 
requirements 

Tel: 01829 730738 

Johnson 
Building 
Contractors 
 
General builders, 
maintenance and  
property 
repairs. 
Free 
estimates 
260228 

 

Sienna Decking 
 

decking 
design and  
installation 

 
Hard or soft wood  
Pergolas, arbours, 
garden carpentry. 
Free estimates  
 
261508  

Mercer & Co  
Accountants 

Nantwich and Market Drayton 
A wide range of services in all aspects of 

accounting and bookkeeping 
 

• New Business Start Ups 
• Company formations 
• Limited Companies 
• Self Assessment 
• Payroll and bookkeeping 
• VAT 
• Accounts, tax and financial planning 
 

 
Free initial consultation, free bookkeeping 
package and lesson, Saturday and out of 

hours appointments. 
Personal service 

Friendly and approachable 
 

 

01270 619955. 

The Salon 
 

Bunbury Lane 
(above Huckleberry's) 

 
Mon-Wed 9am-5pm 
Thurs-Fri 9am-7pm 

 
25% discount for over-50s and 

students on  
Mondays and Tuesdays 

 
We look forward to seeing you! 

07921 853590 

Homoeopathy 
 

Local. Registered. Experienced 
Helen Whalley B.Sc.  R.S.Hom.  Dip.Yoga 

01270 - 528116 
helen@byprem.co.uk 
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Graham Rathbone & Sons 
 

Electrical 
Contractors 
 
NICEIC approved contractor 

01829 261174 

Finest quality, locally-sourced, 
additive-free meat and poultry 

Gold award-winning sausages 

Good selection of cheeses  

Bacon and cured meats 

 
 

01829 260342 

R.F. Burrows  
& Sons 

Family butchers est.1924 

J&M Cars 

(based at Wettenhall) 
Private Hire/Taxi Service 

4-16 seaters 
 

Airport/Station, Business, Weddings,  
Restaurants and all social occasions 

Lady drivers available 
 

Tel: 01270 528006 or 629788 Mobile 07951 590 756 
 

           www.jandmcars.co.uk 

 

Springbok Aerials  
& Satellites 

• HD Upgrades and Sky installation 
• Digital aerials fitted 
• Sky & HD accredited engineers 
• Rapid response  
• 07774565990 

Not only… 
Coal, smokeless fuel, 
logs, kindling, 
bottled gas,  
spare parts 
 

But also... 
Garden mulch, peat, bark.  
sand, gravel, cement etc. 

01829-261199 - day 
01829-260009 - evening 

Free Delivery or Collect 

Calveley 
Coal Company 

Malcolm Hobbins 
Your local handyman 
No job too small 
Fast professional 
service 
Competitive rates 
25 years experience 
Tel 01829 261220 Mob 07922 727661  

 
 
 
 
rare breeds meat 

Fillet, Sirloin, Rump and Ribeye steaks, 
Silverside and Topside joints  

and Best Mince.  

Collect from Goldford Lane, Bickerton 
or can deliver orders over £20 

Call 01829-782077 or 07749 010033  

Fancy Dress Hire  
Over 400 costumes  
Medieval, 1970s, 1920s, film stars 
& many more 
Wigs, hats & party products. 
 

Cheshire Costumes: 262470 
www.cheshirecostumes.co.uk 

 PROMPT RELIABLE SERVICE 

FREE ESTIMATES 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE 

 
 

• SOCKET LIGHTS REWIRES •  
 

• INSPECTION OF PROPERTIES •  
 

• TESTING OF PROPERTIES • 

NO JOB TOO SMALL, WE DO THEM ALL 

BSI PART P DOMESTIC ELECTRICAL INSTALLER APPROVED 

Tel: 01928 740237 
or 01928 740415 

 

Our goat has won the 
 

North West 
Fine Foods Best Meat 2008 

 

Home produced pork, goat and beef,  
bacon & sausages, pancetta, 

smoked bacon, parma ham & salamis  
 

fresh to order, 
any size order welcome 

 
Marnie & Tim Dobson 01829 260437 

 
www.chestnutmeats.co.uk 

RS Developments 
All aspects of building work 
Extensions, new builds, 
alterations, 
joinery/plastering 
Call Richard for a free 
estimate 
07766525184 (Calveley) 
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Aura 
Holistic Beauty Spa 

 
 

Exotic facial & body treatments  
Waxing, eyelash tinting,  

Manicure & pedicure  
Aromatherapy 

Sports & remedial massage 
Reflexology 

Indian head massage 
Reiki, Hopi ear candles 

Bridal & evening make-up 

Wyvern House 
Bunbury Lane, Bunbury 

Tel: 01829 260330 

Sally Sissons Garden Design 
 
Anything from whole-garden 
designs to re-planning 
tired borders 
Reaseheath trained 
Tel:01829 261412 
Mobile: 07813 466547 

• Complete funeral  
arrangements 

• Personal day and night service 
 
Tel: 01270 524243 

 
 

A.W.Burrows & Son 
Snowdrop Villa, 
Swanley, Nantwich 
CW5 8QB 

Geoff and Nigel Burrows 
Dip. F.D. 

 

Funeral Directors 

Fed up of ironing?  
 

Call Denise 261029 or 
Lucy on 261330.  
Any quantity welcome.  

 

The Link 
is available on line before it is back 

from the printers at 

www.stbonifacebunbury.org.uk 

SOVEREIGN  
WINDOWS 

HIGH SECURITY INTERNALLY GLAZED 
WINDOWS OF QUALITY  

FULLY GUARANTEED FOR 10 YEARS 
 

Sovereign Windows Established 1984 

TEL: PHILIP 
STUBBS 
01829 

260166  

 
 
 
 

Your local independent garage 
Servicing all makes and models. 

M.O.T. Testing Station 
Bodywork repairs 

Free collection and delivery 
within 10 mile radius 

Courtesy cars available 

Wardle Service Station 
Calveley, Tarporley, Cheshire 
Tel: 01829 260230/260811 

Fax: 01829 261100 

Andrew Dean 
(Dip. N.T.C., C.G.L.I., A.V.C.M.) 

Piano tuning, repairs 
And restoration 

Tel: 01829 261222 

 

ROGERS MASONRY 
SERVICES 

73, Hospital Street, Nantwich 
Tel: 01270 624676 
www.rogersmasonry.co.uk 

All types of traditional and 
modern memorial designs 
available in granite, marble,  
stone and slate 
 
Designer craftsmen 
Personal service 
5 year guarantee 
Free friendly advice 
 
Colour brochure on request 

Nicola Roberts, expert in  
curtains and soft furnishings  

 
Tel: 01829 262464 or 07903 825837 

Yew Tree House, Long Lane, Haughton, CW6 9RN 

Mark Higham Videography 
 
Stunning wedding day films and 
event videography 
www.markhigham.co.uk 
 
01606 889975 

Young's Fencing 
 

20 years  
of experience 

  

Specialists in all 
types of fencing 

 

Tel: 07912 390125 
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Originally a working farm, this delightful 
sandstone cottage has been sympathetically 

restored and refurbished. Offering quality  
en-suite bedrooms, hearty breakfasts, log fire 

tranquillity, comfort and privacy in a  
non-smoking environment 

There’s always a warm 

Welcome 
at Sandhollow Farm Burwardsley 

Whether your stay is for business or 
relaxation, Elise and Paul offer you a warm 

and friendly welcome 

Please call 01829 770894 
or visit www.sandhollow.co.uk 

Highly Commended 4 Star B&B 

Digital information technology ltd 

• Cheshire’s only direct  
supplier of DELL 

• Specialists in upgrades 
and repairs 

• Broadband provision 

• Internet & E-mail service providers 

• Full networking and cabling 
service 

• Virus removal & reconfiguration 

• Comprehensive web design  
& E-commerce solutions 

• Efficient personal service 

Kevin Thompson 
01829 261685 

M 07773 321779 
kevin@ditnet.co.uk 

Tarporley Sevice Centre 
Car services and repairs,  MOT testing, 
tyres, exhaust and batteries 
Trading standards approved 
Fast, efficient, friendly service 
Birch Heath Road, Tarporley 
01829 732253 or 733737 
Excellence comes as standard 

 

October Diary 
1 10.00am Holy Communion St. Boniface 
 
5 8.00am Holy Communion St. Boniface 
 9.30am Holy Communion St. Jude’s 
 10.00am Family Worship St. Boniface 
 6.30pm Harvest Communion Calveley 
 
8 10.00am Holy Communion  St. Boniface 
 
12 9.30am Holy Communion St. Jude’s 
 10.00am Family Communion St. Boniface  
 4.30pm Evensong St. Boniface 
 
15 10.00am Holy Communion St. Boniface 
 
19 8.00am Holy Communion St. Boniface 
 9.30am Holy Communion St. Jude’s 
 10.00am Family Worship  St. Boniface 
 11.00am Family Worship Calveley 
 
22 10.00am Holy Communion St. Boniface 
 
26 9.30am Holy Communion St. Jude’s 
 10.00am Family Communion St. Boniface 
 
29 10.00am Holy Communion St. Boniface  
 

November 
2 8.00am Holy Communion St. Boniface 
 9.30am Holy Communion St. Jude’s 
 10.00am Family Worship St. Boniface 
 

Looking ahead 
November  

27-29  YCs Panto - this year Dick Whittington 
 

 

Tarporley Dental Practice 
 

• Ozone therapy - painless restorations without injection 
• Preventive dentistry 
• Cosmetic dentistry - crowns, bridges, veneers 
• White fillings (mercury free) 
• Tooth whitening 

Dental care for all the family 

Denelea, Nantwich Road, Tarporley Telephone:01829 732213 (24 Hours)  

established 1978 

New patients welcome 

www.tarporleydentist.co.uk 

No Nonsense Theatre Company 

Ruth 
A biblical story of how two women survive against all odds. 

Age 9+ 
October 9th-11th 

Waterside Arts Theatre Trafford 
Tel: 0161 912 5616 
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Our vicar, Rick Gates, is always available in times of sickness, 
bereavement or any distress. You can contact him at The Vicarage, 
Bunbury, on 01829 260991 or at Rick@prayer.fsnet.co.uk 
Other church contacts: 
 The Reverend Jane Stephenson (parish curate)  250249 
 Peter and Kath Collinge (pastoral support)  260077 
St.Boniface 
 Churchwardens: Barbara Croley  260344 
  Walter Done  01244 332563 
 Secretary Neil Dewson-Smyth  261680 
 Flowers Margaret Bourne  260944 
St.Jude’s 
 Churchwardens: Brigid Sayce  260865 
  David Wright  260467 
 Secretary Ann Posnett  261154 
 Organist Ann Badrock  260343 
Calveley 
 Churchwardens: Barbara Croley  260344 
  Walter Done  01244 332563 
 Organist John Batchelor  261056 

Secretary  Sue Woodward    01270 522822 
 

Link is edited by Lucy Munro (tel. 260487) and Jill Robey (tel. 260081). We welcome all contributions. Our deadline for 
the November edition is  Monday 13th October. Please send material to lucykmunro@hotmail.com 

Visit the St. Boniface website for pictures of recent weddings and the Link on-line. 

www.stbonifacebunbury.org.uk 

  
Frank Woodward’s ‘Retirement’ Concert 

 

St. Andrew's Church, 
Crewe 

Saturday October 25th  
 7.30pm 

 
International organist Graham Eccles 

 (ex Chester and St. Asaph Cathedrals) 
  

Harriet and Natalie Green, members of the  
National Children's Orchestra on violin and cello.  

 
Director of music Frank Woodward 

 
 Choral music by Louis Vierne, Mozart,  

Mendelssohn and others, 
  

 Tickets £7.50 including a glass of wine  
(Children under 16 £4) 

 
 In aid of Multiple Sclerosis Research  

and St. Andrew's Church 

The Royal British Legion 
Bunbury branch of the Royal British Legion is trying to 
establish a register of all ex-service personnel in the district. 
Chairman Roger Fairweather writes:”Obviously we have a list 
of members, but there are lots of former servicemen who 
have not joined. This is not a recruitment drive, although new 
members are always welcome, but what people may not 
realise is that the Legion offers help to all former servicemen 
and their dependents who might be in difficulty. Clearly we 
cannot do this if we do not know who they are. There will be 
people in the area who have served in the forces (including 
National Service) but of whom we have no record. We would 
like to know you.”  

Please contact Roger on 261015 or branch Secretary  
Colin Knowles on 260616. 

New Year invitation: Bunbury Village Hall 
Jim Walker has written to tell us about a great way you can 
celebrate the New Year. He has booked Bunbury Village Hall 
and is looking for people in the village to celebrate together. 
Each party will bring their own food and drinks  – it’s just the 
venue that’s on offer – but if there are plenty of people there 
it could make for a great atmosphere. Jim organised 
something similar with Kay Capes at the Millennium, and for 
a couple of years afterwards. The only obligation for each 
group is to set up your own table and clear away your own 
mess afterwards (and help with the cleaning of the Hall the 
next day). 100 partygoers can be accommodated, and each 
table comfortably seats 8. 

Please phone Jim on 261227 if you wish to reserve a table. 


